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| The announcement of a soccer summit to be heid in Melbourne from May 19-21 should be 
‘applauded by everyone involved in the game _ Initial estimates suggest it may cost over $100 to 
attend the three day event. which will naturally put it out of reach of the average tan. but as 
Seoige Negus announced aunng ‘On the Bail’ on Apri 23, ‘Studs Up has been invited to attend | 
the conference to pui iorwad tne fans point of view on a wide range of topics. For years the | 
Fans have compiained about the state of the came in Australia and in oarticular the was that it is 
rey. it appears that the days of the fans being :gnored may be over Itis now un to all ot us to 
Puc in writing. “Studs Up evill be compiling a submission for the conference which will Ge 

| Gistriouted io ail interesied parties. No doubt the agenda wiii be publishea in various 
“Newspapers and soccer realted magazines. and we hone that all our readers will take the time 

to digest the contents and get in contact with us te fonvard their Cpinions 


Remember. v = fave been waiting years for this opportunity. Don't let # pass us by! 
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THEOBLIGATORY EDITORIAL i itst~S | 


David Hill’s election as the new chairman of the Australian Soccer 


Federation is a quantum leap for the game in Australia. The oo 
resignation of John Constantine and the adverse publicity of the 

Stewart Report can now be filed in the drawers of history as Hill 

bulldozes his way through the archaic practices of the old =~. 


administration. ‘Studs Up’ gives his reserved support. 


O 
; ASF 
The Sea-change begins eae 


The supposed sea-change got off to a dodgy start with the election of Victorian Don DiFabrizio. 
Without going into the details here (see ‘Get the Sook Out’) it was a pretty ordinary beginning for 
the new administration and the fans could weil be forgiven for thinking that nothing was likeiy to 
change. And then along came David. Hill has a reputation as a ‘Mr Fix-it’ after his dealings with 
the NSW transport system and of course the ABC, and while some fans may treat him with 
suspicion given the ABC's role with the NSL in the past. there can be no denying he has always 
believed he has acted in his employer's best interests. There is no reason to suspect his jole 
with the ASF will be any different. 


The circumstances surrounding Hill's election are worth noting. ‘On the Ball’ has become 
essential viewing for anybody interested in soccer politics and it's influence in the election of Hi!l 
should not be under-estimated. A profile of each of the four candidates was foliowed by a 
phone poll, and at the end of the program we were told that 70% of the fans wanted Mr Hill in 
charge. Well, 70% didn't want the other three anyway. The following night on World Sports the 
results were repeated, and the percentages remained the same_ Did this mean that no more 
fans rang after 12:30 on the Sunday? And how many fans rang anyway? 

| have no doubt that the stakeholders who voied at the ASF generai meeting on Aprii Fools Day 
were swayed by the overwhelming Statistics of the OTB’ poll. Perhaps next time they run a 
phone poll. a final alternative could be listed - None of the above! 


April 22 saw the first tangible signs that David Hill is fair dinkum. Advertised on that day were 
four positions wnicn it is hoped wiii oe filled oy people of the nighest quality ana integrity. 

Of the four. jobs up for grabs the role of the Chief Executive Officer is the one which is crucial to 
the successful running of the ASF. but the appointment of the National Coaching & Development 
Manager could be the catalyst for unprecedented success for all our national teams. 

Various names have been meniioned throughout the media but the one name which has so far 
falied to crop up is Bora Miiutinovic. While most fans wouid be familiar with nis success witn 
the USA at the 1994 World Cup, his previous record is equally impressive. After all, he took 
Costa Rica to the second round at Italia SO and Mexico to the quarter finals in 1986. 

The circumstances surrounding his exit from Mission Viejo are cloudy, but It appears that the US 
federation were keen to appoint Carios Queisos from Portugal and move Bora ‘upstairs’. One 
suspects ne may have been offended at the behind his back manoeverings of the USSF and 
preferred to resign with his credibility intact. His future plans are unclear, but the ASF could do 
worse than fax him a copy of the job description How people like Thomson and Schienflua 
would operate with someone locking over their shoulders !s cnpen for debate. but that would be 
ineir problem. At ieast the days of ‘do whai you tike’ wouid be over. 


As for the position of National Marketing Manager. all that is really needed for anybody to 
succeed in this iob is a constant, reliable calendar of events The classic example is the 
upcoming tcur of Ghana. The dates and venues for the three match series were announced cnly 
two monins defore the teams iake the neid, making the promoters job pretty bioody difficuit. 
Ditto the Vvest Ham tour, only in that case It was six weeks before they get here. 

Tours of major significance need to be locked in at least six months in advance to allow State 
federations to structure their own leagues in a way as to allow ‘byes’ to give ali week-end 


players the opportunity tc atlend. but! digrzess 


Australia should be grateful that outsiders such as Hill and Negus are offering their heip. Their 
experience in dealing with the corporate world can only be advantageous as Australia looks to 
mark it's mark tn the competitive world of international sport. ‘tis a mark that cannot be made 
without men of vision and integrity. For the first time in quite a while. it appears that we may 


Nave some who are prepared to gét invoived for the iove of tne game. Amen 





Did that REALLY happen? 
‘Studs Up' takes it's reqular bi-monthly view & review of soccer in Oz. 


On the field... 
FEBRUARY 
22 - Melbourne Knights extend their lead at the top of the NSL table with a §-5 shoot-out win at 
Sydney United. Danny Tiatto is red-carded one minute after receiving a yellow. 
25 - Morwell's finals hopes are damaged with a 2-3 home loss to struggling Marconi. 
Meanwhile, visiting J-League side JEF United draw 2-2 with Victoria in an entertaining friendly in 
which Kiwi legend Wynton Rufer scores twice for the visitors. 
26 - Five Biues are booked as South Meibourne stun Adeiaide City by notching a 3-1 away win 
with lvan Kelic scoring twice. Steve Horvat also scores twice as the Knights thump Heidelberg 
6-2. prompting a pitch invasion from Berger supporters. who later claim the invasion was a 
protest cver ethnic differences with Knights fans. (Oh, that's okay then...) Meanwhile, Sydney 
United ana West Adeiaide both win to virtualiy secure finals berths. Referee Con Diomis nands 
out 8 yellows and a red at Parramatta, while Brett Hugo dishes out 6 yellows and a red at the 
Croation Sports Centre 
MARCH 
3 - The ex-Pumas stunning revival continues with a 3-0 win at Wollongong. 
4c Brisbane remains confident of a finals spot with a comfortable 4-1 win over Heidelberg, 
— Paul Wade's debut for the Bergers in the process 

- Mark Viduka scores four as the Knights demolish Morwell 6-2. Sydney United and Adelaide 
City aiso win tC Keep ine pressure on at the top. 
8 - Morwell's finals hopes are further damaged with a 1-2 home loss to Adelaide City 
Brisbane likewise with a 1-2 home loss to Sydney United. 
10 - West Adelaide win 4-2 in a shoot-out after a scoreless draw with the ex-Pumas. 
11 - Morweil responds to Bonby McLachiin's resignation by beating Brisbane 5-1 with John 
Markovski scoring twice. 
12 - The season is effectively over for Marconi and Parramatta after losses at Adelaide City and 
Sydney United respectively. Heidelberg beat Wollongong 4-3 but stay bottom after Sydney 
Ciympic finaily get a win, 1-G over South Meibourne. Four of the five Blues backline cop a cara. 
17 - Manis Lamond scores the only goal in Sydney United's 1-0 win over South Melbourne at 
Olympic Park Morwvell makes it nine goals in two games with a stunning 4-1 blitz at 
Wollongong. making it four straight losses for the Wolves 
18 - Derek Poimer scores the only goai as Sydney Olympic win 1-G at Marconi 
19 - Over 8,000 fans witness the Knights slaying of Adelaide City 2-0 AC's defence looks 
second-rate as the Knights could have scored a half-dozen or more Melbourne ex-Pumas look 
to have blown their finals chances with a 0-3 loss at Parramatta. 
22 - iviidweek action sees South Meibourne move into the top six with a 2-0 win over West 
Adelaide. Ivan Kelic scores ajter just 37 seconds. 
24 - Sydney Utd win 1-0 at Olympic Park over the ex-Pumas to move within one point of the 
league leaders. 
25 - An astonisning game at iviarconi wnere the nome side beat Soutn Meibourne 5-3. South's 
Con Boutsianis is sent off with the score at 3-0 
26 - Referee Eugene Brazzale books seven in an entertaining 2-2 draw as Monwell win what 
May turn Outs be a crucial shoot-out against West Adelaide. Sydney Olympic shock the 
Knights witn Stormin inorman Tome scoring a hat-trick in a 3-2 win, while Adeiaide City keep 
up the three-way tussie at the top by beating Brisbane 2-0 Heidelberg are destined to finish at 
the foot of the table desnite a 2-1 win over Parramatta. 
31 - Woillongong'’s finals hopes finally ook cactus after their fifth straight loss, this time at home 
to Adeiaide City. VVeii, the other teams couiant keep josing forever as weil. 
APRIL 
1 - Brisbane come from a goa! down to win 3-2 and end Sydney Olympic’s faint finals dream 
2 - Steve Panopoulos is the gcaiscoring hero in South Me!tbounie's 1-0 win over the ex- Pumas 


Tne Knignis cling to top spot with 2 comprenensive 5-1 blitz of fVlarcom 14 year-old Dame 
Watkins becomes the youngest ever piayer in the NSL when he comes on as substitute against 
Morwell, but eae Spink snatches a dramatic last minute qoal to eam the Fatcons all tour 


b nghrint an =a far as ak attate mee Lae, ee 
13 Which sets ine scene iof an AVSOIOING sO DE Terehabine 


9 - Tne final round of the NSL kicks off witn every piace in the top six up for grabs. By 8:30pm 
however, not much has changed and the Knights clinch their second successive minor 
premiership and the $25,000 orizemonev desnite lasing a shoot-out against South Melbourne 
Adelaide City pinch the dcuble chance with a 2-1 win over West Adelaide while Sydney Utd g 
Gown 2-3 at Morwell. Brisdane are ieft rueing more dropped points after iosing a shoot-out at 
Marconi 

13 - The ischial Youth uP es in Qatar and Mark Viduka scores twice to give the Australians | 
a comfortabie 2-0 victory over Costa Rica 

15 - Tne NSi finais kick. off as iscconll host South ivielbourne ana a lucky goai fo ivan Kelic sees 

the Blues travel back to Melbourne with a 1-0 lead to take into the second leg. 

16 - An iniury-time equaliser from substitute Mario Jerman gives Sydney Utd a 1-1 draw at 

Hindmarsh Stadium to provide West Adelaide with a mountain to climb in a week's time. 

Vvieanwniie in Qatar, Cameroon defeats Australia 3-2 with the winner coming in the iast minuie. 

17 - Fun and games for both sides with Adelaide City being ejected fromtheir hotel at 2:30 in the 

morning because of a bomb scare and the Knights experiencing aircraft delays and arriving in 

Adelaide only three hours before kick-off. The Zebras dominate procedings but only have a 

siender 1-0 iead to take to Somers Si courtesy of a Damian Mori penaity. 

20 - Australia gets the required draw against Germany to set up a quarter-final clash with 

Portugal The Young 'roos could/should have had five goals as the Germans fail to live up to 

their pre-tournament billing. 

23 - iViorweil crash out of the play-offs with a 1-35 ioss at Olympic Park. Tne surface is badly 

affected by the Alternative Nation concert held last Sunday. South Melbourne progress to the 

minor semi-final where they will meet Sydney Utd Ante Milicic scores the only goal of the aame 

to eliminate West Adelaide from the title race. Adelaide City prove their predigree with an 

exceilent 2-1 victory over ine Knights to ensure tne grand finai wili be played at Hindmarsh 

Stadium. 

In Qatar. Australia bows out of the WYC going down to Portugal 1-2 in sudden-death extra time 





...And off 
FEBRUARY 

20 - Canberra Cosmos is launched amid much speculation as to the make-up of the NSL for 
next season. With constitutional changes afoot, tne Cosmos are unsure exactly how they wiil be 
admitted. but nominate Bruce Stadium as their home base. although there is no mention of 
pone’ coaches or players 

21 - The ASF announces a four-year sponsorship dea! with Ansett Airlines and Cathay Pacific, 
rumoured to be in the vicinity of $1.4 miilion. Are you iistening Perth? 

23 - Paul Wade asks South Melbourne for a transfer after Frank Arok concedes he has no plans 
to use Wade regularly in the starting eleven. 

24 - Mehmet Curakovic is transferred to Malaysian club Selangor for $130,000 after earlier 
rejecting an offer of $60,000. 

26 - The ASF (and lan Holmes in particular) are upset over the 
rejection of a proposal to reduce the size of the NSL to 12 
teams. Selangor announces the signing of Knights stalwart Joe 
Biskic for $40,000. 

27 - The ASF fines John Markovski $1,000 following the 
infamous ‘T-shirt’ episode. Morwell also fine JM $2,000. This is 
not good enough for South Metbourne president Peter 
Fiiopouios who reckons a suspension wouid nave been more 
appropriate. 

28 - Rale Rasic is sacked as coach of Parramatta Eagles 
Former Eagles defender Washington Gonzales is appointed 
unt the end of the season. 

MARCH 

2 - Socceroos captain Paul Wade joins Heidelberg on loan for the rest of the season. Preston 
announces they win iodge an appiicauon to re-join the NSL next season 

3 - Adelaide City go pubiic with pians to join the iVialaysian League. 

§ - Bobby McLachlin resigns as coach of Morwell Falcons Assistant coach Harry Bingham gets 
the 'ob for the rest of the season. 

12 - George Negus pudticiy declares his interest in becoming an ASF commissioner duiing a 
tively deoate on 'On the Ban 
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Bye, Bye Rale... 





15 - Senator Baume writes to Tne Ausiralian. accusing soccer scribe Ray Gait of running a 
“continually inaccurate campaign" regarding the Senate inquiry. 

16 - Ex ABC boss David Hill also nominates for a snot on the board of the ASF 

18 - The presidents of Sydney Utd and Parramatta claim that S8S's live coverage on Sunday 
nignis nas dadiy affected attendances. 

22 - The Olympic Games qualifiers will almost certainly be held in Oz after the Kiwis claim “we 
have too much on our plate” !! 

23 - Trouble looming for somebody with Heidelberg refusing tc say Port Melbourne for the 
services of Peter Psarros. Seems ail parties nave different views on the rules... Meanwhile Paui 
Wade declines an offer to become player-coach of ex-NSL club Sunshine George-Cross. & 
24 - The Senate inquiry hots up with Sydney soccer scribe Peter Kogoy 
claiming he had been subjected to death threats, and that he believed Tony 
Labdbozzetia was benind them! 

Not to be outdone. Roger Seai - father of ex-Young ‘roo David - repeats his ) 
allegations of Eddie Thomson seeking a kick-back in 1992 Neville Wran * 
also takes the stand and backs ET's retention of the national coach's job, : J 
aitnough ne does describe Thomson's actions as ‘stupid’. <n | 
26 - 'On the Ball’ profiles the four candidates for the ASF vacancy, and a phone poll suggests the 
fans prefer David Hill (by a long way) 

28 - The Fraud Enforcement Agency clears Les Scheinflug and Rale Rasic of allegations raised 
during the Stewart inquiry. Les ciaims ne is considering iegal action of nis own... 

29 - Zoran Matic makes public his concerns about tne possible abolition of the transfer system 
in his ‘Svorts Weekly’ column 

30 - Tony Labbozzetta denies claims made by Peter Kogoy re death threats, and also says he 
wii finally stand down as an ASF commissioner. Better iate than never. TONY... 
i.e lan Brusasco witndraws from the ASF race leaving only three candidates. 
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1 - Saturday. April Fools Day, and David Hill is elected 
io the ASF board of commissioners and duiy made tne 
new chairman. Hili repeats his campaign rhetoric about 
boosting Australian soccer etc, but lan Holmes appears 
(S Se Tse in Hill's firing line with rumours that the Chief 
Executive s job is to be reviewed. The new ASF boss 
wants an interim administrator to start work on Monday! 
oa 3 - In Singapore ex-Socceroo Abbas Saad is charged 
: at with conspiring io fix matches in fast season's 
Hill and friends Vataysian ieague. 


4 - The Senate inquiry resumes in Melbourne with Frank Arok having his say about the various 
allegations thrown up in the Stewart Report. Of particular interest is his evidence regarding a 
taped conversauon (in Serbian) in which money is ailegediy sougnt to include a player in the 
Australian youth team. Meanwhile, Heidelberg 'keeper David Miller becomes the latest player to 
nead for WViaiaysia when he buys out his own contract and goes off to Perak 





womens competition. 


7 - The Senate inquiry circus roils on to Adelaide where new ASF boss David Hill backs Eddie 
Thomson by correctly pointing out that conclusions drawn in the Stewart Report hardly qualifies 
as evidence. Setter news in Sydney where the ASF annouiices a deal whereby the NSL 
cnampions will piay against the champions of the J-ieague in June (see page 32). 

14 - Paul Wade signs with Victorian Premier Leaque club Buileen for seven matches. 
Speculation continues over the Marconi coaching job with Rasic, Schaefer, Mariani and Urukalo 
au having their names put forward by various parties. 

16 - Press reports indicate Eadie Thomson ana Terry Venapies have decided to pit Ausiraiia 
against Engiand 'B'. The suggestion is ridiculed in many soccer discussion circles 

17 - David Ratcliffe is announces as the coach of Sydney Olympic This follows on from David's 
appointment as coach of the NSW team. 

22 - Four key positions in the new-iook ASF nieracny are advertised in tne nationa: press, 
including the roles of Chief Executive Officer and the curiously titled High Performance Manager 


With media moguls treating money like confetti, soccer must act swiftly if it is not to be left 
out. Even Basketball has received a million doliar windfall from Galaxy. 
Harry Georgiadis looks at how it works here and abroad and asks... 


Can soccer get it's snout in the trough? 


Undoubtedly the biggest story in Australian sport in 1995 has been Rupert Murdoch's bid to 
wrest Rugby League's free-to-air and pay TV rights from Kerry Packer, although for some the 
John Markovski 'how-much-bigger-can-he-get' saga was a close second. Realising that 
Packer's Nine Network nad the ieague's TV rights sewn up until 2000, Murdoch didn't just take 
his ball and go home, he took half of the Australian Rugby League with him. His Star League is 
threatening to split League the way Packer himself split the cricket world in 1977 What lessons 
are there for Australian soccer? Can it happen to the NSL, and what should the ASF's attitude 
be towards coverage of soccer? 


Firstly, an NSL super league is about as likely as Eddie Thomson playing three forwards Fora 
start there are only a handfu! of clubs that deserve their place in the NSL! !f you doubt that 
statement, check out a few of the balance sheets. On top of that, | doubt if there exists a media 
mogul with the interest and money to get involved anyway. The most interesting point to emerge 
from the Super League row was the new opportunities available to the ASF with the growth of 
pay TV. Until now, SBS has secured exclusive rights to broadcast NSL and international 
maicnes: apart from one disastrous period when tne ABC took over. but don't remind David Hili 
of that! The other networks have been apathetic towards soccer unless Australia is playing 
Argentina or England in Sydney However, the establishment of sports channels in Australia 
opens up new possibilities. As soccer fars are no doubt aware, Galaxy is covering a variety of 
European ieagues as weli as FA Cup ties. 


Australian soccer should be ideally positioned to take advantage of this The NSL's only 
summer sport rival is cricket, the one sport that Packer has exclusive rights to. As more 
Cnanneis spring up in the years to come te rivai Gaiaxy, soccer wili find tiseif idealiy piaced to 
sell it's product to stations desperate for local content. Luckily, in David Hill we have someone 
who will not be taken for a ride in any television negotiations | still think that SBS should hold 
the rights to broadcast most NSL games. |t has proved a wonderful marketing tool fer seccer in 
the past by broadcasting so much worid class soccer and by giving tne sport top priority. 

Under no circumstances should soccer not have a free-to-air presence. However, pay TV should 
be explored. Other Associations have also experimented with splitting television rights between 
free-to-air and pay TV. In Italy for example, the local federation allows only one league game per 
week to be broadcast live on pay television every Sunday night, while in Engiand, Murdoch's pay 
TV station has exclusive broadcasting rights to two Premier League games per week plus 
England's international matches, and this may be a poignant pointer for Oz soccer 


Tne ASF must bite the bullet and split the rights for NSL and international matches. 


Commercial networks would love the opportunity to market the Socceroos without the 
cumbersome liabiity of NSL matches. Not only would the 'roos get wider exposure on the box 
but the networks wouid really push for quality opponents to visit these shores, and at times 
when most of the first-choice players for both teams would be available. This idea may not be 
palatable for SBS, who probably deserve the occasional blockbuster like the Argentina matches, 
but the ASF and SBS musi !ook at the big picture. Everyone else seems to be abie to 


‘We don't normally say "We toid you so", but... | 


:‘Studs Up’ was saddened to see the axing of ‘Goal!’ by SSS. This was the one program of the 


iweek where fans could see a genuine round-up of all the weeks action. and usuaily a brief news . 


‘item or two while they were at it An SBS spokesman commented that the show “wasn't rating 
as well as we wouid nave liked". Well, perhaps they should fiave read ‘Studs Up’ No.7’ when 
‘we sent them a copy. 

“It seems odd that SBS run ‘Goal!’ at 6pm on Tuesdays when more ilikeiv than nat people will 
‘just forcet that itis cn. if they don't prefer tc watch a domestic news bulletin" - SU4 
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After the lukewarm reception Oz fans gave the touring South 

Africans last year, the ASF has this time opted for an African 

side packed with flair. It is with great anticipation that 'Studs 
Up’ says... 


G'day Ghana ! 


Austraiia must defeat Ghana if they are serious about mixing it with the world’s best teams. 

The West Africans have nothing left to prove at under-age level and indeed defeated Australia twice 
(including the 3rd place piay-off) at the Barcelona Olympics. However success at national team level 
has been limited. Although they are amongst the top echelon of nations from the dark continent, 
matcnes against other countries from other parts of the worid nave been as rare as Ausirailia’s. In fact 
their only excursion outside Africa in the past eighteen months has been a two match trip to Japan in 
July 1994, where they suffered two defeats (see below} 

Ghana generally have a hectic fixture list due to the bi-annual! African Nations Cup tournament, which of 
course involves a number of quaiifying matches. and their record in this competiton is amongst the most 
impressive in Africa. The Ghanaians have won the ANC on four occasions. the last success being in 
1982, but most observers regard them_as. being extremely stiff in 1992 when they lost the final on 
penalties against Ivory Coast. The resulf may wel! have been different had Abedi Pele not missed the 
finai inrougn suspension. 





Just as Eddie Thomson and Les Schienflug have little hesitation in naming Mark Viduka in three 
different Oz squads, Ghana's varisus coaches have no hesitation in naming promising juniors in the 
senior squad. And why noii After witnessing the wizardry of Addo, Duan, Lamptey and co. at the WYC 
in 1993 - when they were cruelly beaten in the final by a late goal! after leading Brazil 1-0 - itis no 
surprise that these players are pushed into the senior sauad as the re-building for France 98 gets 
underway. Abedi Pele is unlikely to feature in Ghana's plans for 1998, so a trip te Australia is equally 
unlikely, but shouid the man arrive ne is sure to put a few thousand on the gate. Either way, Oz wiii nave 
it's work cut out coping with the range of skilis the Africans have to offer. Fans are no doubt aware of 
the impact Anthony Yeboah has had at Leeds United since his transfer from Eintracht Frankfurt, while 
Nil Lamptey and Prince Polley Opoku have loads of European experience. Despite Ghana's non- 
quaiification for USA'94, the Biack Stars are on the verge of unprecedenied success at senior ievei after 
being one of the world's dominant forces at junior level over the past few years in that respect they have 
a lot in common with Australia 

Ail the ingredients are there for some explosive soccer 


At club level. Ghanaian clubs suffered a huge blow when they were banned from all African club 
competitions indefinitely following rioting between fans(?) of Ashante Kotoko and ASEC Abidjan (Ivory 
Coast) in November 93. The trouble began during the African Champions Cup semi-final 1st leg in 
Abidjan wnen a traveiiing Gnanaian fan died foiiowing troubie outside the stadium. Asante fans took 
matters into their own hands when a couple of thousand ASEC fans headed for the replay in Kumasi. 
Stoning the buses let the Coasters know that feelings were running high, but the lvorians went berzerk 
upon returning home, paying back Ghanaian immigrants to the max, resulting in at least 20 deaths. Late 
'94 saw the two countries play a friendiy in Abidjan which caimed relations between them and tne CAF 
has since allowed clubs from the two countries back into the fold. Further trouble may be brewing for the 
Ghanains however after trouble at the recent African Nations Cun qualifier in Sierra Leone 


Ghana’s recent performances in Internaticnal tournaments 
World U-17 Finals World Youth Finals Oiympic Games 


1989 - Group stage +989 - Did not gual. 1984 - Dia not quai. 
1991 - WINNERS 1991 - Did not quai. 1988 - Did not quai 
1993 - Runner-up 1993 - Runner-up 1992 - Third 


Jan 2 - friendly (Accraj v Tunisia 1-1, Feb 23 - friendly (Bamako) v Mali 0-0, Mar 9 - friendiy (Lagos) v 
Nigeria 0-0, African Nations Finais in Tunisia , Mar 27 - v Guinea 1-0, Mar 31 -v Senegal 1-0, Apr 3 
- 1/4 final v lvory Coast 1-2, July 10 - friendly (Nagoya) v Japan 2-3, July 14 - friendly (Kobe) v Japan 
1-2, Sep 4 - anca (Accra) v Sierra Leone 4-1, Oct 16 - ancg (Niamey) v Niger 5-1, Now 12 - acng 
(Banjul; ¥ Gambia 2-1, Four Nations Cup in South Africa 

Nov 26 v South Africa 1-2, Nov 30 v Cameroon 1-0, Dec 4 v ivory Coast 1-1 

1995 tan 23-anca {Accrai vy Congo 3-1, Apr? - acne ‘Aj v Sierra Leone 0-1 Apr 23 - acna (H) v Niger 


For Australian tour dates and venues check ‘Look out for...’ on Page 32 


Despite never winning the English championship, West Ham 
are one of thirteen English clubs to have landed a European 
trophy. Their recent lack of success is due to a number of 
questionable purchases and an unambitious board, but 
Kevin Christopher reckons there is still enough talent to 
warrant saying 


Welcome, West Ham! 


As a long-time West Ham fan | must admit | didn't know whether to laugh or cry when | heard 
the Hammers were touring here at the end of the current English season. After all, Sheffield Utd 
decided to tour here last year and were subsequently relegated from the Premier League on the 
last day of the season. This season, West Ham are due to play Man Ltd on the last day of the 
championship. Hmmra. Either way, the men from Upton Park will hit these snores in mid-May 
for a series of matches against Western Australia, Victoria and the Olyroos. 





West Ham will always be regarded with a certain fondness amongst all English fans due to the 
fact that three of their players piayed in Engiand's oniy World Cup winning team in 1966. 

Geoff Hurst. Martin Peters and the sadly departed Bobby Moore were key members of the team. 
and it is still a mystery as to how the Hammers never finished higher than sixth in the 1st div. 
\West Ham fared better in cups competions and after beating Preston in the 1964 FA Cup final 
went on io defeat iviunich 71666 in the Cup Winners Cup ihe foitiowing season, becoming only 
the second Eng}ish team (after Tottenham) to win a European trophy. 

Their highest ever placing in the top division came in the 1985/86 season when despite having to 
play their last five games in ten days {due to World Cun deadiines) they finished a creditable 
initrd, oniy four points bemnd champion Uverpool That was tne season the fearsome 
partnership of Tony Cottee and Frank McAvennie struck 46 goals between them and the team 
was studded with the talents of Alan Devonshire Mark VWWard and Ray Stewart. Australian fans 
may remember McAvennie scoring the killer seccnd goa! for Scotland against us tn that 
infamous 6-2 ioss at Hampden in 1985. Man Uid fans may be interested to note Paui ince was 
an apprentice at Upton Park that season. but fatled te win selection in the first team. 

Tnen the wheels fell off. Within two vears West Ham were relegated and have been yo-yos ever 
since Last season saw them firish a respectable 13th. but the current season has seen them 
siruggie and reiegation is a distinct possibility, Ve can only hope iasi year's visit from Sheffield 
United 1s not an omen. 


\Word from London fat press time} suggests that al! squad members wil! be touring with the 
possible exception of ‘keeper Ludek Mikiosko who may be on Euro 96 qualifying duty. This 
presents the unpalatable possibility of Les Sealey (ex-loads of clubs) stepping out between the 
sticks. Fair dinkum, the guy makes Peter Schmeichel seem polite... On the brighter side, keep 
an eye out for Steve Potts at the back, who despite his lack of inches is an excellent defender 
and reader of the game and nas been regularly checked out oy the bigger ciubs. Tony Cottee 
should need little introduction to followers of the English game, and his goals for the club this 
season have kept them off the bottom. Don Hutchison (ex-Liverpool) is also a talented (and 
fiery!) player, and Trevor Morley is capable of causing the Oz defences loads of problems. Of the 
younger brigade, check out Maithew Rush and Danny Wiliamson who both have big futures, 
while Darren Curne and Danny Shipp (if they tour?) both have huge raps on them (in the East 
End anyway. ) 


Predictions are off the menu, but the Olyroos should be a good test for the Hammers. i wonder 
if Paul Trimboli will be seeing a lot more of West Ham players next year... 


As 2 footnote, | was 2 bit concerned about the prospect of Wimbledon doing a similar tour. !'m 
noi sure I'd like to be on the same park as Vinnie Jones, even if it was airendiy Vel, uniess 


he was on my side of course... 


For details of the West Ham tour see ‘Look out for ...’ on page 31. 








Soccer is headed for the courts as players look for freedom of contract and the clubs 
prefer to continue to call them assets. The ramifications are mind-boggling if the players 
win, but would it be in soccer's best interest if they did? 

Harry Georgiadis looks at both sides and hopes common-sense prevaiis. 


Showdown time in the courts 


"I's as if the rights of professional sporispeople have been cut adrift and left floating on some 
quaini forties or iifties oacnwaier" - inside Sport. Aprii 1995 


Question: Who are Jean Marc Bosman and Kimon Taliadores? 

Taliadores and Bosman (and no, he is not vohnny Bosman ihe Dutch piayer) are threatening to 
alter and influence Australian and European soccer far in excess of their playing ability. in fact, 
if they succeed (and legally they have a very strong case) they could bring about the greatest 
change to the sport in decades. 

Kimon tatiadores. aS we ali know, is the South African born Marconi stiixer. More importantly 
he is aiso head of tne Australian Soccer Piayers Association (ASPA} that has since 1992 
become affiliated with the Media. Entertainment and Arts Alliance (MEAA)} - the only union 
representing Australian sportspeople. What about Jean Marc Bosman? Here's a clue - he 
spent a season at Lille in 1987-88 and has subsequently diifted amongst several Belgian clubs 
including Standara Liege. This in itself is insignificant, there are dozens of journeymen 
professionals playing a season here and a season there until they are forced to leave due to old 
age, dodgy hamstrings cr unappreciative coaches. Most pack their bags for greener pastures 
léaving their clubs to negotiate a transfer fee and that's where the similavities between Bosman 
and jallagores begin. Botn venementiy insist tnat tne existence of the transier system is illegal 
and restrains their right as workers to choose their employer. Or put simply they have little 
choice as to who they can play for. Like cattle. they are sold to the highest bidder. Bosman has 
taken nis case to the European Court of Justice while Taliadores and the ASPA along wiih the 
VIEAA nave taken tneir case Io the industrial Reiations Commission. 


allows a fée io be piaced upon its employee's head. So why should socce? be any diferent? if 
Charging a fee for an empioyee in Dusiness is cieariy a restraint of rade Decause i restricts 
choice and earning capacity. why should soccer be any different? After all. soccer players are 
employees who receive a wage from their emnloyers like the rest of us; so why snouldn't clubs 
nave tO abide with basic iabour iaws thai provide for smpicyees io go to ihe employer of their 
cnoice. in overturning the New Soutn vvaies Rugby League's atiempt io introduce a draft 
system the Federal Court stated that "The right to choose between prospective employers is a 
fundamental element of free society". The transfer system clearly restricts the right to choose. 


Legally they both have an excellent chance of outlawing the transfer system. No other industry 
o 


Historically, as our opening quote reminas us, players have generaliy suffered at the hands of 
their clubs. We are ail familiar with the image of the highly paid star but most players are not 
too different from the majority of workers They neither earn a fortune nor find fame. They plod 
aiong hoping to eam enough to pay their bills. At least in the modern era they have a union to 
represent tnem whereas most industnes nave siowiy improved the conditions of their workers, 
often by union pressure. soccer has had to be dragged kicking and screaming into the 20th 
century, in England. it was only in 1961 that the maximum wage was abolished. For seventy 
years players earnings were artificially tied down ts a level that ensur 

of gaté receipts actually iounda tneir way into piayers pockets. Even more impomantiy, in 1963 
Newcastle Utd's George Eastham chalienged the ‘retain and transfer system in the High Court 
Fastham's contract with Newcastle nad finisned and he wanted to move to Arsenal. 
Untomunately, the “retain and ivanster system meant thai even if a player's contract nad ended 
née couid only join a new Club i nis Old Ciud agreed. If Eastnam naan’t won in court ana voined 
Arsenai he wouid have rotted in the reserves as an uncontracted emnplovee unable to leave. In 
1972. Frenchman Marius Treser went into bat for 2 fot of French olayers. Until then a player 
signing & contract would be bound to that club for the best pan of a decade Tresor won ana 
proved tnat any contract inconsistent with iapour iaw was iilega! 
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the ieast’ They can be sacked at a momeni's notice. dropped from ihe team. discipiined and 
punished for not performing while at the back of their mind is the thought that the most 
innocuous collision can end their career What are players supposed to do if a knee iniury ends 


than - - AG A thas fark £ aw & ‘. + 4 ost HAD ’ ° eh int £ 
ineiy Career at 2S and their club refuses to pey for their hospital bills? Lie back and think of 


Viarconi? 


So why are clubs so horrified hy the thought of the end of the transfer system? Club chairmen 
are talking as if the end of civilization is near. Meicdramatically they claim that it could kill the 
game! Their arguments are desperate oid cliches. Some ciaim that ciubs shouid be 
compensated for iraining and coaching players but employees throughout Australia receive 
some sort of training yet are still allowed to choose their emplover Most clubs | believe are 
frightened that they may have to treat their players better (heaven forbid). !f slayers are able to 
cnoose their ciuds at tne ena of their contracts they may even be treated like normai employees 
and induced noi io move. Players may even be paid on time! Interestingly Sydney Clympic was 
vociferous in it's condemnation of the MEAA's court action claiming the game couid not afford it. 
Aithcugh as Geoff Harcombe claimed on 'On the Ball’ recently, Olympic are also a club that has 
an apysmai record in paying piayers on time. if freedom of contract is introduced perhaps 
Sydney Olympic fear they may not have enough players to fieid a team. Any club that has to rely 
on transfers to survive probably doesn't deserve to be in the NSL anyway 


Ciubs may cry ‘wolf put they oniy have themseives to diame. The Stewart Report provides 
damning evidence against the existing transfer system. It catalogues a variety of cases of 
players treated badly. In many cases clubs nut such an exorbitant fee on a player's head that 
no-one can afford them. often forcing the player to retire out of despesation. The most worrying 
exampies were of young piayers signing contracts as juniors that effectively tied them to ciups 
for a tong time. No wonder most players in the NSL are eager to outlaw the transfer system. it 
subsidises club mis-management by ensuring that no matter how badly a club is administered 
i's players cannot leave unless it consents. Conversely players with wel! run clubs like Adelaide 
city, Viarconi. South iVieidDourne and Syaney Utd are treated weii enough to ensure they wouid 
not ieave. 


fF you thought that this article is unashamedly anti-transfer system you would be wreng. Legally 
and moiaily ti is indefensible dui reality Musi aiso pe considered. As Les iviurray reminds us ad 
nauseam. soccer is the world game. To most it may be just a slogan but unlike the AFL, ARL 
and NBL (leagues which have abolished transfer fees) the ASF must ensure that the NSL 
retains it's competitiveness in world terms. FIFA laws ensure that transfer fees will remain legal! 
internationaiiy. if NSL ciuds are unabie to receive a fee for their piayers in Australia, there is 
nothing stopping them selling players nearing the end of their contracts to Asian clubs to claim a 
fee rather than losing them to an INSL club for nothing The last thing we need is to see the NSL 
decimated as it's stars head for Malaysia and Singapore. Ancther argument out forward is that 
competitive spor is uniike any other pusiness activity. For any sport to succeed it requires 
healthy competition. if freedom of movement is introduced the best players will eventually 
move to the wealihiest clubs who wouid more than likely dominate the competition The weaker 
clubs who tack the financial resources to compete would struggle Transfer fees can ensure 
equaiity Dy compensating ciuds who iose their piayers. 


So what is the answer unlimited nlayer freedom of the transfer slave trade? 

They have tried piayer freedom in US baseball where a 1969 court case challenged ‘retain and 
transfer coniracis. Eventually piayer earnings quadrupied and ciubs feared for the sports 
survival. A 1994 attempt to restrain this freedom by trying to introduce a salary cap and even out 
the competition led to a year-long players strike The best alternative is to have a little of both 
Players whose contracts have ended should be free agents or at the very least a tcken fee 
shouia be Charged. Tnose currently in contract wouid nave io aiiow their ciubs to decide a fee 
This transfer fee would take into account a ciub’s ability to pay and should not be so high that no 
club could afford it if the two clubs could not decide tnen an ASF committee wouid decide on a 
tee acceptable to all. Lastly. young players could only sign one year contracts until they reach 
ine age of 20. At the enc of eacn contract tney couid ieave a ciub if they wishea. Tis wouid 
stop the worst aspect of the current transfer system where juniors sign tne careers away before 
they are old enough to know better 
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For a further example of the state of the transfer system in Gz turn to page ° 





Why is Oceania afforded the luxury of direct qualification to World youth tournaments? 
FIFA's double standards should be put under the microscope says Henry Wizgier, and 
goes on to suggest it may be time to take the next exit from... 


The Great 
Oceania Road 


Let's face it. There is one reason and one 
reason only why Ausiralia stays in Oceania - it 
provides our youth football teams with an 
aimost GUARANTEED entry into world youth 
football competitions. As far as the senior level 
is concerned, it provides nothing and NEVER 
WILL. Why? Well, just take a look at tt! 
Remove Australia and you have a confederation 
of water, with aimost as many isiands as 
people, about ten million to be precise. 

Now, take away New Zealand | which itself is a first-grade soccer backwater and you are left 
with a motiey of tiny islands which could never amount to anything in world football - even if they 
had the desire to - by virtue of their miniscuie populations. The ‘giant’ of what we have leit is Fiji, 
which has about three quarter of a million inhabitants - less then Perth. Even then, football is 
stil! not the number one sport there! Charlie Dempsey wants to organise an Oceania ‘nations’ 
championship. it wilt be great for the likes of the Solomon islands, but what good is this going to 
be for tne Australian senior footbaii team? i admit that | don't know much about these places 
but from what | saw on World Soccer recently, the standard of play was just plain simply 
amateur. Why bother to send the Australian National Football team when a club team from the 
NSW or Victorian State leagues could probably win this Cceania National Championships. 





Either way. we still have to go through Asia to qualify for the World Cup and Olympics - the two 
BIG ONES. People who really believe that Oceania will one day be given an automatic place in 
the World Cup Finats ave tiving in cloud-cuckoo land. By what right can a non-soccer playing 
‘confederation’ of less than 30 million inhabitants expect to pe given such a vaiuable place of 
which there are only 32? That's one place for every 150 million people on this planet, which 
happens to be about the population of Brazil. An automatic place for Oceania would virtually 
mean an automatic place for Australia with +S million peopie (less than the population of Sao 
Pauio), most of whom aon't give two hoots about soccer. Why shouid Australia get such 
preferential treatment. which FIFA would not even give BRAZIL? Do you think that they, the 
Germans, Italians, English or Argentinians, all of which have far bigger populations than 
Oceania, not to mention football pedigrees. would agree to Ausiralia being given a ‘free’ invite to 
the greatest footbail show on earth? To put this absurd myth yet another way - do you reaily 
believe that .06% of the world's population who hardly play soccer. will be given just over 3% of 
World Cup finals places? Dream on! 


i think that we should keep in contact with Oceania, but from a ‘missionary’ point of view. Send 
our teams over for a bit of pre-season practice which would also help their game a bit. Perhaps 
even bring a few talented young players over here. However, let's keep the matter in 
perspeciive. As far as advancing Australian football is concerned, both in qualifications for 
Worid Cups/Olympics as weil as noning our skilis to a world level, Oceania is a complete waste 
of time and always will be! Which brings us back to the Australian youth teams. How come 
FIFA allows THEM a virtually free passage into world youth competitions? | believe that it's a 
genuine favour to help the game in this neck of the woods along. These tournaments are not 
huge money-spinners. So nobody minds too much about the favouritism given to the Austraiians. 
But. | suspect that as soon as Australian soccer is considered to be ‘standing on it's own two 
feet’, this privilege will be quickly withdrawn and the youth teams will have to star travelling 


aiong the same road as the seniors. i.e. via ASIA! 


Australian fans reckon they deserve to be at the World Cup finals, 
but FIFA’s international rankings prove otherwise. 
Kevin Christopher says it's time to really attempt... 


CLIMBING THE FIFA LADDER 


Lies, damn lies, and statistics Yep, 
statistics can almost always be 
manipulated to back up an argument, and 
the release of the monthly FIFA rankings 
provide further evidence of this. Let's be 
honest, we all prick up our ears when the 
latest listings are announced as they are the 
only tangible way to measure not only our 
own internationa! progress, but those of our 
rivais. Certain sections of the Oz media 
loudly applauded the fact that Australia had 
jumped 11 places to 47th on the February 
rankings after a comprehensive defeat of 
Japan and two disappointing eiforts against 
Colombia. Little mention, if any, was made 
of the fact that we merely returned to our 
July 94 ranking cf 47th. 


The reality is that our ranking has only 
improved 2 places since December 1992. 


With the World Cup Finals being expanded 
to include 32 nations in 1998 Australia 
would be bitterly disappointed !f we failed to 
qualify for France '98, but would that 
disappointment be justified for a country 
ranked 15 places below the ‘cut-off point? 


As the accompanying table shows, 
Australia has failen behind in real terms 
when comparisons are made with our Asian 
neighbours. Of course. the FIFA rankings 
cannot be treated with total respect. i 
remember a similar system showed that In 
December 1993. Parramatta Eagles were 
ranked 89 in a fist of the World's top 100 
clubs. This piaced them above the likes of 
Sampdoria, Kaiserslautern, Napoli and 
Nantes! But there is far more credibility 
attached to the nations’ rankings on the 
basis of ihe more regular competition 
between countries irom different 
confederations. World Cup finals matches 
and regional championships are naturally 
given far more weight than fiendies 
however, and this is where Australia is 
behind the eight ball. Not holding an 
Oceania Championship has previously 
denied us the opportunity of ‘official points’ 
as weil as qualifying for the inter- 
Continental championship. The volatile 
movements in the 30th-7Oth region are a 
direct conseauence of the Asian and 
African regional championships. The likes 
of Tunisia. Zambia Eaypt. Japan. China 
and the United 4rab Smirates - none of 


ranking comfortably higher than Oz on the 
basis of more frequent competition. 
Oceania president Charlie Dempsey’s 
announcement in March of the need to 
resurrect the Oceania championship is 
therefore long overdue. 

Australia's record of playing only NINE 
international friendlies (against only five 
different countries) in the eighteen months 
since Buenos Aires is piss-poor. We are 
constantly told that Australia is ‘highly 
respected’ by overseas nations and that 
teams are queueing up to play us, but 
where is the evidence? Tne invitation to 
South Africa to visit was fairly pointless in 
soccer terms, but no doubt served a 
wonderful political purpose to somebody 
somewnere. Remember, the South 
Africans were ranked somewhere in the 
high 70's at the time they toured here 
While much ncise is made about Australia's 
supposed dominance over Japan, i suspect 
Australia may be in for a rude shock when 
Worid Cup qualification time comes around. 
The emergence of the ex-Soviet Union 
nations at tne last Asian Games is a 
poignant reminder that we cannot be 
obsessed with the high profile Asian 
countries of Japan and the Koreas. Whe ts 
to say Oz won't be required to nead off to 
Tashkent or Ashkhabad? It is imperative 
that the ASF allocate funds to ET and co. to 
travel te all the major Asian tournaments in 
the iead-up to the next batch of WC 
qualifiers. We can not be too careful. We 
certainly don't want a repeat of Thommeg's 
ignorance (Olyroos Tournameni) in 1997 
Meanwhiie, some iocai expectations nave 
been raised to unrealistic levels with regard 
to our progress once we reach 1998. Some 
are even suggesting a place in the last 76! 
Only Saudi Arabia in 1994 have progressed 
that far since the North Koreans went 
berzerk in 1966, and our first goal should be 
tc improve on our last showing in 1974 (see 
page 73}. 


FIFA RANKINGS - 
Dec 93 Jul94 Feb95 


Ghana 38 28 25 
South Korea 41 36 33 
Japan 43 38 37 
China 52 62 42 


Utd Arab Emir 51 59 43 
AUSTRALIA 45 47 47 
South Africa 95 74 <3 














The clock struck midnight and all through the house, not a creature was stirred not even a 
mouse. Except of course in all soccer fans' homes around the country as Good Friday 
signalled the start of another fortnight of sleepless nights and endless cups of coffee. 

So sit back in that Same comfortabie chair as ‘Studs Up' delivers you the definitive 


1995 W Y C Round-up - 


After one of the ugliest confrontations between officials in memory the 1995 World Youth 
Championships finally got underway in the unlikely setting of Qatar FIFA's mishandling of the 
whole affair has been the subject of much comment everywhere, but ‘Studs Up’ will concentrate 
on ine deeds of the Young Socceroos wno ieft inese shores with ine country's expectations 
unreaiistically high. Talk was of semi-finals and maybe even winning the cup. while more 
reasoned critics suggested the boys would do well to ete the auarters 

Tne draw saw Australia in perhaps the toughest group, cr at least the second toughest after 
Group C, but Costa Rica wouid be ithe easiest opponent and as such was tne ideai opening 
game. Nothing beats a win in your opening encounter, and piaying on the opening day meant 
the Aussies had an extra day to orepare for their following two encounters against Cameroon 
and Germany. 





So. hi ho. hi ho, it's off to Doha we go and a first up baitle with Costa 
Rica Les Scheinflug was forced to re-shane the defence following the 
withdrawal througn injury by lan Pollari, but defence was the last thing 
on tne Aussies ming as iney attacked from the start with Middieby and 
Viduka setting their sights early 
Goalkeeping inadequacies were to haunt Australia fiend the series and we got a taste of 
what was tc come after nine minutes when Plesa cleared off the line after Sennett had shipped 
Les Pogiiacomi wno was in no-man’s iana outside ie! 13 yard box. 

Australia had the better of their opponents tn the first haif but failed to break the deadlock until 
six minutes into the second period when Middleby set up Viduka to score the first of his four 

goals for the tournament. The Oz took conirc! after the CR captain Torres was sent off for a 
second bookabie offence, and Viduka earned nis team a penaity after beating two CR defenders 
and pulling the ball back only to see it inexplicably handled by Jervis Drummond. Robert Enes 
converted the spot kick and with greater care in the forward line could have extended the lead 
further. Missed chances were to play a bigger part in future matches. 





Cameroon showed what they were capable of with a breathtaking 
display in their opening match with Germany, and Australia can whinge 
about missed opportunities against the Africans but Cameroon just 
about deserved their 3-2 win. Tne goaikeeping probiem took a new 
twist when Pogliacomi needed to be replaced after colliding with Paul 
Bilokapic while catching a cross 

The Middleby/Viduka combination worked again to give Oz a 10th minute lead which they held 
untii the break. Seven minutes after resuming Niamag equaiised for the Africans when he was 
left unmarked at the back post and went ahead 14 minutes later after a disaster in the Oz 
defence. Rudan piayed a square ball across the front of the 18 yard box which Vrkic waited for 
Ndief stole in and rounded Belton before the ball was forced into the net, possibly off the foot of 
an Oz deienger, dui Ndiefi claimed the goa! and definiteiy deserved it. A pulsating matcn moved 
up another gear and Australia were rewarded with an equaliser after Middleby again crossed to 
Viduka who headed into a virtually unguarded goal Only a minute earlier Viduka had hit the bar 
with a free kick from just cutside the box. 2-2 would have been a fair result but Camercen, 
despite being reduced to 1G men, refused to settle for a point ana Ntamag scored a dramatic 
winner from 12 yards when left unmarked following a cross from the overlapping rignt back. 
Con Anthios will have a recurring nightmare about a missed chance in the sixth(?) minute of 
injury time when he skied over from five metres. He would have felt a lot better the next day 
when Costa Rica defeated Germany 2-1 10 aliow Austraiia tne iuxury of Oniy needing a draw in 
their last group match io qualify for the quarter finais. 





Frankly, Germany had been disappointing in their first two matches 
Camercon snouic nave had a comiforapie victory but needed a iast 
minute goal to share the points. while German ‘keeper Simon Jenizsch 
won the man-of-the-match award for his exnioits against Cosia Rica 





’ 


The Germans luck ran out against Australia who completely dominated the match and 
could/should have scored at least six goals but again had to settle fora 1-1 draw. As usual. Les 
Schienflug preached caution in his pre-match address to the media, but anyone whe had seen 
this iatest batch of young Gerinans kliéw ticy wei Crap. aiid fully deserved to go home early. 
Only one change to tne Oz line-up with Pollari returning to the defence at the expense of the 
suspended Mark Rudan who had collected a couple of yellow cards in the opening two 
matches. 

Either way, the Oz defence was hardiy troubled although Germany took the lead against the run 
of play after 22 mins when Raith stabbed home a loose bail following a cross from Riethmann. 
Despite the 0-1 deficit Australia had had the better of the first half and it was no surprise (but 
very relieving) when Viduka lost his marker and beat Jentzsch from an acute angle. Skoko, who 
provided the pass with which Viduka scored, was having a giéat time running at the German 
defenders and generally causing mayhem, and he thoroughly deserved his man-of-the-match 
award. Again though. Australia was guilty of wasting chances. and it was considered that this 
area of their game would have to !mprove markedly if the young 'roos were to progress past 


Portugal were one of only two nations to reach the quarter finals with a 
100% record. Successive victories over Honduras. Argentina and 
Holland had stamped them as ‘ones to watch’, and in Dani Cavalho they 
had a genuine star of the future. He had scored in each of the group 

B garnes and promised to be a huge worry. He was. 

Australian audiences almost didn't get to see him. As kick-off time approached Les Murray 
started to look anxiously at his studio monitor as the promised transmission failed to materialise. 
nme and Johnny Warren became increasingly agitated as ine minutes ticked by, and weve visibiy 
relieved when the feed from Qatar came Tiltering through a full NINE minutes into the match. 
Thankfully. the score was still 0-O when the pictures commenced After a tedious first half which 
was played in winds which were at time gale force Australia anneared well nlaced at half-time 
when the score remained at 0-0. After sevei Minutes of the second half Dani gave a sign of 
things to come wnen he side-stepped two defenders and shot just over from 16 yards. Five 
minutes later came one of the most diabolical decisions ever seen at a maior championship. 
Rolton came tearing out of his area to attemnt to head clear a !ong through bal! only to badly 
mis-judgé it and collide with the oncoming Mariano. The referee, despite being well benind the 
play awarded a spot kick. The Oz players persuaded him to cneck with his African finesman. 
who could not provide sufficient evidence to get the decision overturned. Justice prevaiied when 
Rolton produced a fantastic diving save to his right to deny Beto his second goal of the 
tournament. Then, after 66 minutes, Dani situck. He supplied a magnificent 40 yard pass into 
the wind for Agostinno to out-pace Vrkic and slip the ball between Bolton's iegs. 1-0 to Pornugai. 
Australia then stormed the Portuguese defence with regular monotony, Viduka fired over a free 
kick before a succession of short corner routines brought the equaliser. Skoko whipped ina 
dangéious head-high cross which flicked the head of Kardash and beat the unfortunately named 
Quim for an own goal. Skoko was again prominent for Oz and he almost produced a classic 
aoal 11 minutes from time when a shot on the turn from 20 metres forced Quim into an 
outstanding diving save. Portugal! almost produced a !ate winner of their own when a low shot 
from Dani was defiected by Taiay onto his own posi. Dani went close again a minute later when 
Bolton needed two attempts to gather nis awkwardly bouncing snot. 

Australia had the first good chance in extra time when Viduka headed wide a great cross from 
Middleby, but a classic counter attack from Portugal produced a decisive winner. Again Dani 
provided the finai bail for Agosiinho tc round Rudan and Poliari and drive the bali through 
Boiton’s legs for the second ume in the match. Australia has every right to feei unlucky at going 
out under the ‘golden goal’ rule. but we shouldn't need reminding that we progressed under the 
same system against Uruguay tn 1993. and beat Syria !n the 1991 quarter finals via the lottery of 
the shoot-out. 

| guess you cant be lucky all the time. On what we saw of Portugal, not only in the quarter final 
but in their group matches as well they just about deserved their place in tne last four 





Resuits and Scorers 

April 13 v Costa Rica 2-0 Viduka (51}, Enes (74p) 

Aoril 16 v Cameroon 2-3 Viduka (10) (71) 
April 20 v Germany 1-1 Viduka (53) 

Ai 23 v Portugai 1-2 0.g. (72) 


See over for starting tine-uns. 





1995 World Youth Championships 


Starting line-ups C.R. Cam Ger Port 
Clint Bolton (Brisbane Strikers) A Xx 
Les Pogliacomi (Marconi) Xx X 

Joe Vrkic (Sydney United) X X K A 
Paul Bilokapic (Sydney United) x x Xx K 
Richard Piesa (Sydney United) X Xx K x 
Cen Anthios (South Melbourne) Xx Xx xX 

Mark Rudan (Sydney United) X K K 
lan Potlari (Marconi) x Xx 
Robert Enes (Melbourne SC} Xx Xx X xX 
Josip Skoko (North Geelong) X A xX XK 
Ufuk Talay (Marconi) X xX xX X 
Mark Viduka (Melbourne Knights) Xx X X 

Robert Middleby (Wollongong) x Xx X X 


Nick Lazarevski (Melbourne SC) 
Dino Mennillo (Adelaide City) 
Andrew Viahes (Heide!lberg) 
John Cajter (Brisbane Strikers) 
John Angelovski (Melbourne SC) 


And now for an alternative view... 


As the fallout settles from Australia’s earlier than expected exit from the World Youth 
Championships: nebody seems to want to !abe! our expedition a success or a failure. The latter 
is More appilicabie, as the Young Socceroos did very littie to push any ciaims that our 
Youngsters are better now than what they were 5 years ago. The reality is that these boys had 
the best opnortunity of any team before them to bring home a FIFA cup let alone a medal of 
some sort. Quite sadly this did not eventuate, and yet again we !ose an opportunity to prove our 
aiwayS improving prowess On ine worid Stage. 

Disappointing indeed as we would have encountered a Brazii that is only a snadow of itseif 
and may not have been the same challenge two years earlier in Melbourne. The blame lays 
squarely at the ccaching staff and not for the most obvious reasons. The Young Socceroos 
empioyed a simiiar system to thei senior compatriots with the exception of piaying a second 
striker, which is quite commendabie. By and large the performance of Middleby and Viduka was 
very good with only minor errors which happen. even at the best of times. What was quite 
disturbing was the choices for the fullback/cum midfield position as Paul Bilokapic and Con 
Anthios/Aninopouios fatied to add any attacking eiement to our forward thrusts. Those positions 
should be settled by technicaily attacking minded players who can get forward and back with 
ease. The players selected are certainly not at fault. as their abilities suggest that they are more 
adept to be playing with in the centre of defence. Our senior teams have players like Lazaridis 
T Vidmar, Van Bierk or lvion who diay the role so well, the fact that we are not scoring with 
regularity is another issue. The system empioyed relies enormously on those fullbacks and 
through no fault of their own. they failed miserably. 

The midfielders carried enormous responsibility. Talay was in his 3rd season of NSL 
parinered by the gifted Skoko and Enes, they were expected io make their mark on ihe 
tournament. The weight of expectations squashed them and apart from a few moments of 
individual brilliance from Skoko they can feel disappointed with themselves. For too much of the 
tournament we relied on the ingenuity of our strikers which was not healthy. The goalkeepers 
were iess than Satisiaciory despite ine Bolton heroic save frorn the ‘clayton’s penalty’, the two 
goais under his legs were very embarrassing. Tne match against Cameroon was frightening as 
Pogliacomi was iniured due to poor communication with his defenders - eauaily as bad was 
when Rudan was taken out by Bolton. You get infuriated viewing this at the amateur level! you 
dont want to see nis at ine intematonal iével The fiwiai word 1s thai the ooys were poorly 
prepared and that was very Oovious aibeit the fact it was against some second rate opposition. 


Australia worst ever? 
The things you find at the bottom of the wardrobe Glancing through a long lost copy of "Soccer 
2 Dos!s Guide’ from 1975, we came across an article by Eric Worthington (remember him?; 
who tipped a rather iarge bucket on Rale Rasic regarding Oz's performance at the 1974 Worid 
Cup Finals. Nothing startling about that. but he made the point that Australia held the record for 
the least productive of all the quaiifiers fram the Asia/Oceania confederations Admittedly he did 
sveriock the Korean disaster of 1954, but ignoring that, he cid have a point 

Unfortunately for tne heroes of 74, nothing nas changed. Looking at the tapie peiow wiil reveai 
that Australia remains the only qualifier from the region that has failed to score at the WCF's 
(1954 aside of course) Even the Kiwis managed a couple Oh the gL : 





Year Qualifier 
1954 Korea 
1966 North Korea 
4979 _~—sisrae! 
1974 Australia 
1978 Iran 
1082 Kuwait 
New Zealand 
1986 South Korea 
Iraq 
1990 Utd Arab Emir. 
South Korea 
4994 Saudi Arabia 
South Korea 
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Buljevic: Failed 
to score in ‘74 
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While on the article by Eric Worthington. it is worth re-printing here a section of his comments. 
“There is a new mood of confident, positive aggression stirring in Australia. | am afraid 
watching football has been, and still is so often, one big yawn. | have not the time nor the 
space to say why in this article. But pernaps it !s something to do with coaches and 
players copying what is done by the national team”. 


Oz women show how it's done. 

‘Congratulations’ hardly seems sufficient for the women's teams who took out not one but two 
tournaments recently The senior sauad despite being beaten 0-3 in a group match by Brazii 
-sbounded in the final to beat the hosts 3-2 in front of 35,COC\!) fans. But pernaps even more 
meritorocious was the performance of our junior women in winning tne prestigious Daiias Cup in 
the United States. Keen followers of the women's code would be aware that the US are the 
current Women's World Champions. but only the die-hards would have noted that this was the 
frst time a foreign team had won the trophy in the event's 17 year nistory. And how much print 
media coverage cid this amazing effort receive? Bugger aii as usuai Pernaps when these | 
juniors progress to the full national team by the time the 2000 Olympics come around, the media 
will realise that Netball and Hockey are not the only sports Aussie women can play at the 
highest teve! 

2602 - We were wrong} 

Well it hanoens to evervone eventually we s'pose Just as ‘Studs Up’ was advising to watch 
Mexico's bid to hestt ‘eWorld Cup in 2002 came the news that the Mexican FA had te abandon 
tne bid due to financiai concerns. Tne deadiine for appiications was oniy a coupie of days after 
our relase date for 'SU2'. but we decided tc take a punt on the Mexicans anyway !t seemed a 
safe bet they would at least get out of the starting gate after they held the 1986 finais only 12 
months after that horrific earthquake killed 40,000 pecple Obvicusly this time the fnancia: 
probiems were jusi too greai. these concerns were further emphasised in mid-iviarch wren 
Mexice bailed out of hosting the 1997 world cutdcor athietics championships. 

Either way the 2002 race is now an all-Asian affair Ail that needs to be decided now ts how 
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Last issue Con Dikeos looked at what's gone wrong with Heidelberg since 
the (almost) glory days of the mid 1980's. But he only made it as far as 
1991/92. Since then things have gone from bad to worse. 


Once were Warriors (Pt 2) 


With the NSL having made the decision to go with summer soccer, the ‘Bergers were 
faced with the daunting task of piaying Round 7 of the NSi only weeks after completing their 
State League campaign. Len McKendry's initial task was to ensure the club's survival in the top 
league and he achieved this comfortably with the ‘Bergers finishing 12th on 21 points. 4 points 
ahead of relegated teams Sunshine George Cross and Wollongong Macedonia. The club was 
successful in retaining most of it's State League squad and was no ‘easy beat’. One anecdote 
from this period that deserves a mention involved the away game to Wollongong City. As the 
team was travelling from Kingsford Smith airport to Brandon Park the team watched Sylvester 
Stallone's Rambo on the bus. Angie Goutzculis was so inspired by the movie that within 5 
minutes of the match he was sent off for a ‘Rambo iike’ iackie. McKendry was later reported to 
be reviewing the ‘Bergers pre match video routine. 


Despite losing to this ‘pub team’ as McKendry had one described the ‘Gongers, 
Heideiberg were steady. This was satisfactory when one considers they survived, but survival 
does not breed success, especiaily the financial type. The club at the time took the view that it 
wanted to adopt a far more attacking and exciting style of football in order to attract the crowds 
back to the Village. It did not renew McKendry's contract and instead appointed former national 
team nero Gary Coie to the helm. He was quite brutai initially, ndding long time servant Nick 
Ousalkas but the ‘Bergers showed adequate improvement finishing ninth introduced to national 
league football were several players including successful Young Socceroo Kevin Muscat. Sean 
Murphy and Troy Cranney. The club also enticed George Slifkas from Preston and a disgruntled 
Joe Paiaisides fromm South, but unfortunately iost Terry Rizopouios and Paul Lewis during the 
season. At the close of the season there was a genuine feeling of optimism at Heidelberg. This 
was despite some peculiar dealings by the club's administrators Following Australia's best ever 
performance at an Olympic Games {at Barcelona), Sean Murphy attracted an offer from Netts 
County which he accepted. Heideiberg made nothing out of this because Murphy was oniy on 
loan trom Perth Italia and thus the club lost out. Kevin Muscat decided he wanted to play for 
South Melbourne and again because he was only a loan player from Sunshine George Cross, 
the club could not stop him. These players should have been secured but tragically were not! 


Despite these departures there was still an air of confidence at the Village with the 
arrival of former Spurs and Ajax winger Ally Dick. The squad was considered good enough to 
challenge for a top S spot and with Derek Hunter and Angie Goutzoulis paired up front, many 
goais were expecied but Sadiy this was not to be the case. Despite starting off very weii with a 1 
- O win over Adelaide City on Match of the Day, the desired resuits did not eventuate. Ally Dick 
struggled with iniuries and barely resembled the player that perpetually ridiculed Gerry Gomez 
several years back. The club purchased rejected South Melbourne striker Michael 
iViichaiakopouios out continued io siruggie For aii the dominance they enjoyed from midfieid 
with Phil Stubbins and strong drive they received from defenders Srattan and Scott they 
genuineiy lacked any form of imagination uo front. The strain began to show on the young 
forwards and the club began to hover near the danger zene, a sharp contrast to it's own bold 
prediciions at the beginning of the season 


Newcastle arrived at Olympic Village at the second half of the season. boasting one of 
the poorest playing staffs in the NSL The administrators had made their minds up, and 
anything isss ina a wetory against ine Breakers wouid mean the end of Coie. The 'Bergers 
opened tne scoring but a Warren Spink equaliser dampened the mood at the Village. in a 
sensation Gary Cole was terminated and the club appointed Gary Macdowall in a caretaker 
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Vacdowall nad a very distinct vision he wanted Heidelberg to adopt, and In a sensation 
named 17 vear oid George Georgiadis as sweeper for that viaver’s first ever NSL game Desoite 


the "Bergers losing 4-3 that right t to Morwell in the Valley, Georgiadis made a ini re debut and 
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was inexplicably sacked by the club Olver was to state in the media how he could not fathom 
his dismissal, and especially why he was not allowed to be simply dronned in to the youth team 

nd be allowed te fight his way back in to the firsts. The final result was that Olver transferred to 
Victorian Premier League Ciub Buiieéen. ean Anastasiadis by then nad pecome quite frustrated 
at his inability to gain some respect at the club. and departed for Premier League side Fawkner. 
We remind readers that his father iust hapnens to be the manager of the ciub so the rove was 
not as easy as one might imagine. Once given an opportunity, Anastasiadis proved himself and 
this expiained South ivieibourne s interest in Aim ana eventual purchase. Again the ciub iet go of 
a player with enormous potentiai. to be only left with Chatzitrifonas and Francos. 


Nevertheless it should be acknowledged that under Gary Macdowall the club 
experienced one of iItS more proauctive runs, despite the fact that ne knew ne was only noiding 
onto his job in a caretaker capacity. The club had decided two weeks after Cole’s termination 
that Drago Sekularic would take over but he arrived two months iater Meanwhile the team was 
plunging further and further into the relegation zone. The club should have appointed Macdowall 
tii the end of the season as naving Sekuiaric for oniy the iast three weeks was snort sighted. 
Admittedly the ‘Bergers did win the NSL Cup under his guidance. but with respect the lead up 
work had sigs done ss Macdowall Sekularic arrived oniy davs prior to the crunch game against 
Preston. in a totally professional manner though, he did not intervene in the team's training and 
alicwed Wisoceneall fui controi for thai cruciai matcn. iviacdowaii departed seeing nis team's 
third straight win and thus Heidelberg were safe for another year. 


Sekularic was pcised to leave his mark on the fledgling club, and after a sizeable break 
tne Bergers were prepared for the NSiL Cup finai. Sexi even found time during tnis period to 
veniure off to Adelaide to take charge of an Adelaide City training session. leaving South 
Meibourne officials absolutely furious Despite this the Bergers met the Parramatta Eagles at 
Marconi Stadium in Sydney and defeated them 2 to become only the second Victorian club 
io win tne cup. One wouig assume at this Stage that ihings iookeG rainer optimistic ana you 
would be forgiven for thinking so The club had one of the most decorated coaches and an 
exciting array of olaying talent that this visionary could mould in to one of the most potent teams 
in the National League. He had previously brought success to 'no-hope’ Melbourne City in 1986 
and ine feeiing was a second miracie was just arouna the corner 


Unfortunately this was not to be the case and as the 1993/94 season approached the 
club began to self destruct. The major problem during the pre season was ascertaining th 
Status of ine new coach as he was contracied for the next season. He nad been galiivanting 
around Europe and in the process signed a contract with a Cypriot first division club despite 
being already contracted Tsaklis soun in to a frenzy and ordered Seki to return at once. Seki 
was hoping that the Cyprict club and Heidelberg would come to some agreement but Tsaklis 
rigntiuiiy refused to oudge. The Cypriots nad offered Seki USS260.006 and compared to the 
AUSS70.000 he was on at Heidelberg, the mercenary craved for the Cypriot offer. This was not 
to be. and only weeks prior to the beginning of the season Sekularic reluctantly arrived at 

ullamarine airport to be escorted by a waiting Peter Tsaklis. Players were more than aware of 
Sexi's predicament and thus couid noi nave had the same respect for him. The committee 
shouid have realised that Seki may possibly give less than 100% in his position as he genuinely 
wished to be elsewhere Private allegations of such impropriety were rumoured but never 
substantiated 


In the meantime player turnover hit its peak! Olympian George Slifkas asked for a 
transfer to West Adelaide and Angie Goutzoulis to South Melbourne In the latter case rumour 
nas it that Goutzoulis asked for the transfer and the answer was a very simple "yes". No 
questions or any pieasi Gouizouiis was to hurt ine 'Bergers oniy weeks iater in the Dockery 
Cup Final by scoring a hat-trick in only thirty minutes, with Heidelberg being comprehensively 
destroved by half of the South Melbourne youth team - far from an encouraaina start Adding to 
the above departures were those of Sordingon. Dick, Hunter and Clarkson. During the year Joe 
Paiatsides received an offer irom then first division Greek ciub Appoilion Kaiamaria, and tne 
Bergers happily sold their utility. So in effect the team was decimated and was led into the 
1993/94 camnaian by someone who wished he was not there 


Someone snouid in effect take responsibiiity for turning Heideiberg from a prospective 
top six candidate to a pathetic joke. On the recommendations of Drago Sekuiaric the ciub 
recruited ‘quaiify foreran piayvers from the former Yugosiavia in Onradovic Nedeikovic and 








Negic. Obradovic had a failed stint at Adelaide City and although scored on debut against 
Marconi in round one, he failed to make a real impact and was subsequently offloaded to 
Melbourne SC. The other players arrived significantly late and were unfit, and thus did not 
provide the assistance the ciub desperaieiy needed. io make matters worse, Phil Studbins (a 
very loyal servant to the club for many years} also departed in absolute frustration. His frustration 
merely echoes that of the typical Heidetberg supnorter who today stays at home and opts to do 
something else more ‘productive’. He was transferred to Scuth Melbourne where his stay was 
snort and equaiy unnappy. 


The team went on to not only lose most of its games, but also showed little or no 
resistance. Thankfully relegation had been abolished and even more sc were any thoughts of 
pieading with Sekuiaric to remain at the neim. After short iisting 2 candidates, the commitiee 
appointed Michael Urukalo as coach for the 1994/95 season and initially gave him the open 
hand he desired Urukalo provided a breath of fresh air to this ailing entity He had previously 
coached the Leichardt Tigers (APIA) and hac a successfu! stint in Malaysia before deciding tc 
return home. He promised tne committee tnai ne nad strong contacts with players and couid 
secure his brother in law, Jim Patikas (Athinaikos) and other successful Australians playing 
overseas such as Milan Blagojevic and Abbas Saad Patikas sianed an agreement with 
Heidelberg to start in December, but received a grand cffer to remain on the continent and thus 
did not return to the utter disgusi of the committee The ciud did make sSeverai signings though 
as Milan Blagojevic was brought to the Village on joan from Heerenveen, David Miller from the 
Knights Walter Ardone from Olympic, Angelo Koutos from Pierikos (Greece), Slobodan 
Despotovski (Floreat Athena WA) . Victorian Premier League top scorer Peter Psarrcs from Port 
ivieipourne ana discarded South Meibourne duo. Peter Tsoiakis and Alex Kiratzogiou. 


Despite many of these players not having arrived by the start of the NSL Cup, the 
‘Bergers began brilliantly. Shock tbvo-leg wins cver the Fairfielders and the Strikers sent shock- 
waves through the NSL. The semi finai win over Sydney Clympic in Sydney brought Heideloerg 
back to familiar territory, the 'NSL Cup’ final against the Melbourne Knights. The 'Bergers were 
mercilessly crushed 6 -Q with the Knights showing no compassion From there on in with 
slayers to come back, cne could still have a touch of cptimism when reflecting on the ‘Bergers 
upcoming ieague campaign. This was nol to de the case. as dad iuck combined witn poor 
planning saw the club sink to new depths! Nedelkovic and Zmugic were again to arrive late due 
to orders not being followed by then manager Nick Karlich According to Tsaklis, Karlich had 
been instructed to put the processes in motion in getting the Yugoslavs in Melbourne as soon as 
possibie. ariich was subsequeniiy dismissed and even wien these stars did arrive, they were 
so unfit that Urukalo wanted them sent home. Tsaklis publiciy said they would and this is where 
the problems began between president and coach 


VVithin gays reports of another fiasco emerged in Meibourne s Heraid Sun when Peter 
Desira broke the news that former Heidelberg president Lewis Yoannides was demanding the 
ASF investigate the fact the ‘Bergers were close to fciding as they were owing in excess of 
g500,000. !t was reported that Yoannides claimed he was owed approximately $40,000, but 
oniy cays iater (and foiiowing a report on SBS's On the Baii) Peter Tsakiis initiated legal action 
against Yoannides. The rivalry that had dogged the club tor so many years reared its ugly head 
yet again. Five days later board members Jim Kriaris George Katsakis, Lou Kotsopoulos. 
Angeio Tsolakis and Alex Kozaris al! resigned claiming that it was impossible to work under 
Tsakiis. Karis claimed he was sick of sitting on a board where the majority had no voice. 
“The perfect exampie was that we decided one night against the signing of David Miller and the 
oresident went out and bought him from the Melbourne Knights the following dev’. Kriaris anarily 


lai _ 
claimed 


Under the terms of the Bradley Report the Bergers were also meant to nave made 
provisions with respect to having matches olaved under lights It act fo the stage where the ASF 
invited Tsaklis to Sydney to meet the commissioners in order to discuss various matters. 
Apparentiy this inciudea a) aiternative piaying venues, 9) financiai (injstabiiity and c} propiems 
at committee level. With respect te a) we know that John Cain Reserve tn Northcote and tne 
Croation Sports Centre were mentioned as viable alternatives but Tsaklis arimly hung on to the 
holiaf thot the Laide 
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after a damaging story on On the Bail the Bergers won their right io erect ine iights. ana the 
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first ever match under permanent floodlights was piayed against Wollongong City on March 13. 
Unfortunately with respect to b) and c} we probably will never know the full details. 


To add to this nightmare scenario ine Bergers were iosing despite playing some very 
positive football. Many members of the Greek press kept suggesting that Heidelberg was a 
vastly improved unit and that it wouid only be a matter of time before they would put a good run 
together. This was not to be the case as Michael Michalakopoulcs walked out on the club only 
a coupie of weeks inio the season. Apparentiy certain piayers were invited into the board room 
to receive payments, but MM was not one of those. He confronted certain members of the 
committee and one of them suggested he was not worth the money he was on, due to a miss 
against Adelaide City that week-end. A heated discussion developed and MM quit the club in 
disgust. Despite ine besi efforis of Tsakiis. Urukaio and co. the young striker was not changing 
his mind. Consequentiy a wrangle evolved between the transfer club of his choice (Port 
Melbourne) and Heidelberg This dispute between the clubs escalated as detailed on page 35 
of this issu 


With only two wins on the board (against Parramatta and Wollongong} Michael Urukalo 
was sacked and replaced by former player Andy Bozikas Only weeks prior to this former Sih 
Melb coach Jim Pyrgolios came cut in the press stating his desire to coach the ailing ‘Bergers. 
He criticised Urukaio for the team's performance and asked pubiiciy that ne be nis replacement. 
At the time the administration came out in support of Urukalo stating that his position was never 
in question! This was why Urukalo’s termination was so surprising. Tsakiis claimed that the 
slub'’s chiective was to make the top 5 or mid-table at worst. and despite the attractive football, 
the bottom ijine was that there was no attraction in deing at the foot of tne ladder. 


Many questioned why Bozikas would want to take over the coaching position as he was 
well looked after at Sulleen. The prospect of coaching NSL was obviously enticing, as well as 
being in charge of the ciud where he made his name as a piayer. The first change ne initiatea 
was to irim the squad to 18 and at the same time have a parting shot at Urukalo. He suggested 
that the various training and playing methods employed by his predecessor were short-sighted 
and cost the club a fot of points. The changes in terms of results were not very significant 
initially, Dut as the season Grew to a ciose the Bergers did win four more games (against 
Parramatta. Melbourne SC. Sydney Olympic and Wollongong). They were desperately unlucky 
not to vick up fuil points against City and Wests in Adelaide but this still underlined some 
improvement in playing standard. 


As the season drew to a close the goalkeeping situation took a vicious iurn for the 
worse Michael Chatzitrifonas stormed out of Olympic Village after discovering that David Miller 
would be retained as the team’s number one despite a six goal thrashing at the hands of the 
Knights. Many considered his performance to ne quite poor jagain) and ne appeared likely to be 
repiaced. Gozikas felt otherwise and ihe real tragedy hit the team when Miller left the club by 
buying out his own contract Suddenly Sam Francos was expected to protect the ‘Berger goal. 
While battles were being waged in the change rooms, next door in the committee room things 
were not looking any neiter. 


Tsaklis came out in the press only weeks prior to the end of the season boldly predicting 
that Uaideiberg would not finish last. Unfortunately what he did mot count on was Sydney 
Oiympic making an impressive recovery to remain ciear of the bottom. The president had aiso 
stated that even if Heidelberg did finish last. under the terms of the Bradley Report they could 
not be relegated due to the improvements made to the ground With the lights erected and 
olans tc increase the seating capacity the Clympic Vilage may well enjoy the respect it's tenant 
once enjoyed many years ago. Tsakiis may weil be right and the Bergers may reappear for 
another stint, but untu then the waiting continues for that final decision. There is good reason to 
suggest that if Heidelberg do retain al! piayers, every possibility exists for even more 
improvement under Bozikas. Whether this means they will be a top six chance is 2 totally 
different Siory. At press time Buiieen, Presien and Por ivielbourne have appiied for entry to tne 
NSL ana anything is possinie. 


- alone shiscklas Feary this 
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2 indesendent spectato: 
anicie, | would genuineiy urge you to reconsider. This ciub may be quite foreign to you Dut just 
consiaer tne pecpie who iove ine ciub and wouid do anything for it The 80C or so suppormers 
who arnve at the Village expecting a joss are the ones who have suffered immeasurably as well 
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as those who have poured money into the club regardless of personal repercussions. The 
sadness is that apnarently one individual mortgaged his family home to raise money This 
signifies loyalty tc the extreme and people must understend what one’s club means to one’s 
seif. Just remember, your citi may roi have experienced this snambles, but plese note tnat 
‘Bergers were once all-conquering 


As this article goes ts print |! expect tc receive a backlash from certain people. Some 
peopie nave insinuated that i nave been iess than fair on certain individuals and others have 
expressed sentiments along the line that i am aiming at an easy target. The latter may well be 
so, but that is only because the people who could have made things otherwise chose not to. 
The purpose cf this article is ot to ‘bash’ certain individuals - far from it. !t's objective is tc merely 
highlight some of the prodiem areas tiis ciub is experienceing and how several individuais have 
been frantically chanelling their efforts in to winning persona! political battles as opposed to 
basically saving the club This sort of behaviour is not uncommon in politics from the soccer 
boardroom to the heights of Federal Parliament This explains why these things happen, but it 
does not justify themi 


Previous and current player, coaches and administrators are always quick to lay blame 
on a third party but rarely take blame themselves. !t does not take a man to accuse another as 
peing the cataiyst of probiems the ciub is experiencing. The truth is tnat everyone snouid 
shoulder some responsibility in this entire fiasco. The end result is what we have seen before. 
It is nothing short of disanpointing to see people attacking current president Peter Tsaklis at the 
club's expense. Regardless of whether he is perfect or not, he remains the president, and 
snouid enjoy the support of the supporter untii such time wnen he is removed. Effectively there 
is only one solution. it is those who genuinely love the club who musi unite as ultimately these 
people are ail bound together by the one thing That is their undying love of the club and that 
should far exceed any persona: nate that has developed because of if. 


Ed note: As ihe doafight against relegation hots up Heidelberg are desperateiy trying to earn 
some quick brownie ‘Bradiey) points (see SUZ 9932} Coach Andy Bozikas has been 
agpointed junicr development manager (5 Bradley points) and ex-South Melbourne player 
Socraies Nicoiatdis is now inew new marketing manager (5 Bradley points) 

Perhaps the Bradiey Report is having an effect after ail... 
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For the final word (for now!) on the ‘Bergers situation, Peter Athanasiadis makes some 
suggestions as to how they can improve their NSL standing. if they’re still in it next year, 
of course... 


Give me Heidelberg... Please!!!! 


Here we go again... possible relegation, move financial dramas and team disharmony. So 
what's new? What I'd like tc know is how often these people can screw the same things up? 
Obviously as often as they humanly can. We hope that theydon't run their personal businesses 
because they would surely have little to show. Sounds typically like Heidelberg doesn't it? 

For an organization that projects themselves as professional. all indicators are that theyre not 
even good amateurs. The ‘company’ hires ana fires coaches, brings in ‘class’ imports then 
sneas them back, interesting backroom iocai transfers by management... tne possipilities and 
scandals are endless. Lighting is their major contribution (and only under duress), but that's it 
throughout their whole residency at the Village. Heidelberg s (lack of} financial status is even 
more distressing for it allows them no opportunity for improvement in much needed areas i.e. 
player acquisition, facility upgrades etc). An independent audit of the books is needed to 
estapiisn their status as of now and is an immediate priority. 


There are too many factors involved behind the scenes which surely contribute to the lack of 
success of the club on the park and has ultimately made this once proud and respected club the 
‘aughing stock of the NSL. Sc how do we scive these probiemns? 


in no particular order let's begin. We need to access financial documents, see what debts can 
be ‘written off, what arrangements can be made, prioritise the settlement of the remainder of the 
tests in realistic terms and give the ‘investors’ guarantees. We need them more than they need 
us shouid be the phiiosopny. Sponsorship from other quarters is imperative. Southern Niotors 
and Marathon are stalwarts for the club but a more professional approach needs to be 
undertaken. with a formal proposal prepared to encourage and entice major corporations. The 
aims and direction of the club need to be defined and believed by al! involved. No sponsor 
should be considered too insignificant. in the overall scheme every cent is crucial. This wil not 
be easy Dul must be made possioie. 


Stabilising the financial position aside. strengthening the playing squad is the next priority. Huge 
money doesn't need te be spent to acquire players. There are many talented players !n our own 
backyard So some Smai réeciuiting from smart people 15 important There is talent in the youth 
squad that needs to pe developed ana encouraged. South ivieibourne did this with great 
success... this youth has them in the play-offs and the club will be best served by this situation 
in future vears. Maybe an apprenticeship program is the way to go. There are plenty of loyal 
Heidelberg people out in the ‘real world’ who should be the club's scout force. let's use every 
avenue available! Local clubs are also feeder clubs. An ‘exchange of assisiance’ is an 
interesting iaea. You avail yourself to the larger audience, piayer identification Is freely avaliable 
at a minimal cost. The Greater City of Banyule has a population base of approximately 116.000 
oeonle. Promote Heidelberg to this number of people and the possibilities become endless 
More people to the games is the tip of the iceberg. Sponsorship from the ‘locals’... people who 
want to be associated with the ciub. The benefits are there (i.e. the ciub is seen nationally), 
someone needs to make them obvious. Spare the expense. its minimal compared to what 
awaits out there 


The ethnic issue needs te be addressed and disposed of Should we become multi-cultural o7 a 
NNationai League ciubd is tne way ii needs to be approacned. Let's nol alienate any area of our 
society. Heidelberg s history shouid be recorded and acknowledged, but its future needs to be 
promoted as it's most important aspect. Some intelligent merchandising is imperative The 
trend of our youth 1s towards a soccer strip that has a bit of class and quality Make it annealing 
and open up a huge youth market. just perfect. This is merely the start 

Finally, make people want to go to a game. Give them the incentives. facilities. family 
concessions. double headers anything it takes The ASF needs to be a contributor as well but 
lat’s get tt right locally first The word wil! spread and word of mouth ts the hest promotion for 
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Entenain inem. watni them, co whatever i takes. Get nem to a meiasiperg game once and 
make them want to come again because you offer something specia: Take North Meibcurn 


Giants inthe NBL Broke and almost defunct but with heart and soui direction and suroort and 
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Dec 23 - Today | signed a 


The Australian media certainly went ga-ga when Diego and his mates 6 _ <7 * woe: 
rocked into Oz back in November ‘93. And fair enough too, the world's We'll start using F eal bunets™ A$646,500 a year deal to coach 
Racing Club. | signed ina TV 


greatest (?) player was making his umpteenth comeback after ail.. 
: ; : | studio so all Argentines could 
: But what's been happening since? watch the signing live. Mandiyu 
Luckily, ‘Studs Up’ has been able to have a bit of a browse through only won one out of twelve 
° ° matches, but | know | have the 
The diary of Dieg o Maradona | es Se eee | toads Haat oars 
e yester- , - oO 
nts. today fired an alr fap Fidel meeis the Mar. adonas | while to see Mr Castro.. 
(aged 34 and a half) Laeeed & o 
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4994 Seo eet Precitest says | could be jailed when | get 
Ag 24 FEA ay a pam Si Maradona PAM SE | ome erring te 
They banned me for 15 months. [ Se Mee ope nie Wee Sat Fe ae Fe 2 ok SS Ee , 
And fined me AS21,000. You fee | calls it day 2, See ees = Argentina. 
can tell these guys have no ——| after ban Diego back Mae ry 1995 
families. They really didn't take BUENOS AIRES: Diego DIEGO Maradona ban. QVEY INSUItS 

See Siar fe Se 1S ements for betion after fal Feb 1 - Today Racing played 


anything into consideration. 
They did not listen to our side of 
the story. At least President 
Menem is still my friend. He 
told reporters he expected 
something lighter. He thinks it is 
a very harsh punishment. 

Sep 16 - Cesar Menotti has 
asked me to be his assistant at 
Boca Juniors. | will not be paid, 
but | want to learn the coach's 
trade with someone like 
Menotti. | have been told | must 
stand trial in Naples over child 
maintenace payments. 

Sept 21 - New national coach 
Daniel Passarella says all 
Argentine squad players must 
have a nasal test to detect 
cocaine abuse. Some people 
think that is funny. | don't. 

Sep 29 - | have decided against 
suing FIFA to reduce my 
suspension. | will be happy to 
work at Boca for now.. 

Oct 4 - Today | decided to 
accept a coaching role at 
Deportivo Mandiyu 

Oct 9 - Mandiyu lost their first 
game under me 7-2. i was not 
allowed to sit on the bench with 
my co-coach because | do not 
have a coaching certificate. 

Oct 10 - Today | played in a charity match for sufferers of bulimia and anorexia. Some people 
found that ironic. | didn’t. | did not score, but | was widely applauded. 

Oct 11 - FIFA claim they will consider whether my involvement in soccer is breaking the terms of 
my ban 

Nov 78 - Referee Angel Sanchez told a local radio station that | chased him into the changing 
rooms on Tuesday and kicked his door after Mandiyu lost 1-2 to Independiente. 

Nov 21 - lam considering a comeback with Boca Juniors next year. I'm thinking of the people 
who love me, so if !'m made an offer then I'll sit down and talk. 

Dec 710 - A State prosecutor, Alejandro Caride has demanded a four-year jail term for my part in 
the intamous ‘air-rifle’ incident in February. What! did is nothing compared to the acts carried 
out by the military during the dictatorship and they have been pardoned. | am confident 


, 


would never Aves io pss ; 
reins tele, castenel eee i 5g me. 1a ad of an qetered hie from the touchline 
stan erect ee |9f bulimia and anorexia, — Maradona, coach of Racing Club 
oo Set spores. _ Maradona, 2 dub. 
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Independiente and | was sent 
from the touchline after insulting 
the referee. After the game | 
was involved in a brawl with 
Independiente fans. 

Feb 3 - That ‘good for nothing’ 
referee Francisco Lamolina 





disappearing Im Argentina {ront-pege headline: “What's going banned for cocaine me - 
says he may sue me! 


Feb 4 - | have been fined A$2,800 after Wednesday's 7 a 
incident. ane « = é 
Feb 7 - | think | will return to playing when my 15 month Maradona on six-figure 
ban is over because of all the bastards who fill me with S2.seetscgenew rere eal 
totes = ape —ie: 
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hate, but also give me the strength to carry on. Get te filed tains [ net 

Mar 12 - More troubie for me after | threw water at a Dieg In) 

linesman during a 0-0 draw with, yep, you guessed tt, brawl FEB | x 

Independiente. He should have seen that one of my 2. te ws dina ake aloe sesceans 
players was ready to go back on after treatment. To get | With fans | ¥Eigmaaiee | satire oe 


the linesman - who is deaf - to listen to me, | merely | DIEGO. Maradona, eric (APE ten fees Goo spent oo 
threw a little water at him. If! am fined for this | will quit | waged the Freactinan f | 1 OTF A's eacative com 
as coach. brevk wun rival foam | cass Mercier ge, 

; ; ‘The Argentina Football ON | tien rl 
Mar 15 - | have been given a choice between a 16 ons baler ao found but tsar. 
match suspension and a A$4,440 fine. | Says friendly match be . poaching 

; tweee Marndone’s cm> NOt talking ‘sasa,<™ 

Mar 20 - Today | offered to do community work instead eC oe ee 
of serving a iail sentence over that ‘air-rifle' incident arenes Se ease tes Sen oes 





Mar 28 - Today | was due to appear at an AFA hearing 
for allegedly insulting one of the board's directors | 
think itis best if! do not go. Probably best to miss 
training too. Things are getting a bit tough. It may be 
time to leave my wife, Claudia 

Mar 29 - The judge has refused to drop the charges over 
the air-rifle incident 

April 7 - Things are getting tougher Now my analyst 
wants to sue me. At least President Menem is still in 
my comer 

April 2 - Time to face the press ! told them my marital 
problems were just a iittle tiff, | aiso told the Racing 
fans that their coach is not crazy, and | am not 
undergoing drug rehabilitation 





So, vou reckon you know a fair bit about Oz soccer, eh? Well perhaps it's time you 
found out just how much by tackling the first (and possibly last) 


? ? ? Trivia Quiz ? ? ? 
INTERNATIONAL SECTION 


1, Which Australian player scored at the 1974 World Cup Finals? (It was an own-goal} 

2. Name the four players to have scored for Australia since the two-match series v Argentina. 
3. Wino was AuSiralia's top scorez in the Four Nations tournament in Jan 1995? 

4. During the 1978 Worid Cup quatifying round, which country defeated Australia twice, and 
went on to represent Asia in Argentina? 

9. When Robert Zabica was sent off in Edmonton during the play-off against Canada in 1993, 
which player was substituted to allow Mark Schwarzer to come on? 

6. VWho scored Australia’s first ever Worid Cup goal in 19657 

7. Which player scored the final penalty in the shoot-out against Syria to put Australia into the 
semi finals of the World Youth Championships in Portuga! in 1991? 

8. And who was Ausiralia's top scorer at the tournament? 

9. Whicn two countries eliminated Austrailia at the quarter-final stage of the past two Worid 
Under-17 Chmpionships? 

19. Who was Australia’s top scorer in the unsuccessful 1994 World Cup qualifying campaign? 


DOMESTIC SECTION 

1. Which club was the only club to be relegated from the 

NSL in the first year (1977) and have rareiy been heard of 

since? 

2. W/ho was the first player to be top scorer in the NSL in 

consecutive years? 

3. in which year did the NSL make the switch to summer 

soccer? 

4, Who is the only coach to have won the ‘Coach of the 

Year award with two different clubs? 

5. Which piayer receives the Marston medal each year? 

6. Which club did John Markovski play for when he was 

named Under 21 Player of the Year? 

7. What do Doug Brown, Chania Egan. Kim Taliadores and 

Francis Awaritefe nave in common? 

8 Which two Adelaide City players have won the NSL's 

Player of the Year award? 

9. Name the sponsor of this season's pre-season NSL Cup 

competition 

10. Which club was the last to win the ‘Grand Slam’ 

consisting of NSL champions, Player of the Year. Coach of ™ ee 

the Year and Too Scover? Charlie Egan 
See Question 7 
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Now you've been totally frustrated you can turn to page 35 and check your guesses... 
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The Cantona affair - What was reaily saia? 


We're sure that many of you have been dying to know exactly what that Crystal Palace yobbo 
shouted at Mr Cantona. which caused him to go ‘over the top’ fof the crowd barrier), Weill - it 
finaly came out in Croydon magistrates court. South London. Here itis - word for ****, 
according to the English media gospei. 

YOURE A ****IN’ ANIMAL CANTONA, YOU FRENCH BASTARD! YOU DON’T DESERVE TO 


{ t= 


ee ee ee Gat POS eared Se eee BRL oy er ; oe brett a ee ee TTT EN ee 
On top of that Simmonds ight Hand was “Clenched in a géesticulation connotating sexual séi?- 


abuse! (Do tney mean that he was suggesting Eric is wnat tné Germans cali a vunker?} 


Negus. Hill. Warren, Murray et al appeared most indignant when it was suggested that we 
could have the opportunity to play against the England ‘B‘ team. ‘Studs Up’ asks... 


England ‘B’ - Why the backlash? 


The announcement of Eddie Thomson having discussions with England manager Terry 
Venables about the possibiiity of an Australia v Engiand ‘B’ fixture was greeted with howis of 
derision from the majority of the soccer community. This was surprising. While the fans have 
voted with their feet for years by avoiding international matches which feature less-than-full- 
strength teams, the game’s administrators and indeed SBS have encouraged us to get off our 
colieciive arses and go and have a iook. So wny the sudden change of heart? is it because 
Venabies has had the honesty to call his proposed selection a °‘B’ team? The ASF and SBS had 
no problems welcoming a second string Colombian combination to these shores in February, 
although the media may not have been so open armed had Rene Higuita not been a member of 
the touring party. Besides, when was the last time Australia put out a full strength team? 
Certainly not against Coiombia. Reaitisticaliy you need to go back to the Kirin Cup series in 
Japan in May 1994. Thats a fuli twelve months since Oz put it's best team on a park. 


Comments have circulated throughout the media suggesting that England’s results have been 
mediocre and therefore Australia has earned the right to have a crack at their ‘A’ team. 

Caim down peopie' Austraiia s results nave aiso deen littie more than mediocre since, weii 
when DID we last have a truly significant, meritorious victory? As ‘Studs Up’ has pointed out 
previously, Australia’s record under Eddie Thomson should not inspire self-congratulations 
Victories over the past few years have been restricted to a mere handful of non-Oceania nations. 
South Africa, Japan, Canada and Kuwait are the oniy ‘scalps' in the past two and a half years, 
SO wny wouia anyone inink we nave earnea the rignt fo insist on piaying the big boys of worid 
soccer. Correct me if I'm wrong but | reckon the jasit time we won on opposition soil was in 
September ‘92 in. wait for it. Tahiti. So much for our worthiness! 


AS our aiticle on page 13 shows, Australia - although it’s own standaid is steadily improving - is 
struggling to keep pace witn the other developing countries such as Japan, the USA ana the 
Africans. Some critics of the ‘B proposal have claimed that Japan has been invited to England 
for a four team tournament in June and this is true. But the English FA is very mindful of the 
fact that the World Cup is likely to be held in Japan in 2002 and is ne doubt eager to forse 
secure links with a future Mundial host. Manes sense reaily. 


As for the army of critics who want to take on the real England team. can | have some of that 
stuff you're sniffing? Seven goals in our jast thirteen matches is hardly the form of a team ready 
tc take on an established giant. Okay, sc the Poms haven't exactly been setting the world on 
fire inemseives, dui their opponents nave been of the caiibre of Uruguay, Nonway, Denmark and 
Nigeria. By anyone's reckoning that is a few rungs up the ladder from the likes of South Korea, 
South Africa. Japan and Kuwait. Oh ail right then. and Argentina. 


The mosi annoying pait about the whole episode was that the England A’ team is struggling to 
find opponents as preparation for the 1996 European Championships. in an interview in the May 
issue of World Soccer, Venables claims ‘Our bia problem ts getting friendly games The FA has 
sent faxes and faxes and faxes everyivhere to get games but other countries have got their own 
gualitving matches /m sure thai next year well kave them queueing round the corner to come 
and piay us out inis year ii has Deen reaily aifficuil to get the type af games tnat pul us to the 
test 


yvohnson tour not so magic... 


Several members of the ‘Studs Up team recently had the dubious privilege of paying 535 to see 
the travelling circus of Magic Johnson s has-beens and ncbodies olay the Austrahan basketball 
team {minus Andrew Gaze amongst others}. The media naturally built the contest up as an 
event Mot to be WUSSed anid PraiSEG WS SuccSss the Neat day wi ieaily the Gainie was a talce - 
iJ nimsei7 piayea for ten minutes and retired due to an injury, leaving us lo watcn the rest of tne 
game in bored silence. Yet no criticism was ever heard Contrast this with various tours here by 


international soccer teams No sooner do they fand and the media ts claiming tre tour ts a farce 
vecause the ful seued Kasnticome.. Sy this they mean that Mian Sngiand or South Africa 
Havent wrougiit aiarig then assisient aettian Gy iwsi-team mMasseui Vvily Caftt Out Succel 
WIREFS DOusid UP SUCH Tours as events instead of whiting Wem oT’ Vinats wrong with Huiding te 
nype of such games to attract fans? it works for basketball. after ail i doubt if the sport can get 
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Dear ‘Studs Up'  P 0 Box 53, Oakleigh South 3167 


Readers may be aware that the ‘Letter of the Month’ now receives a six issue subscription 
to "Studs Up’. Our inaugural winner is Ewen Anderson from Alexandra Hills in Queensland 
who took the time to send EIGHT pages of thoughts to these offices. Space restrictions 
prevent the publication of the entire letter, but here is an edited text of the contents.. 


Dear ‘Studs Up' 


! provide the following snippets etc which you should feel free to use as you see fit. 


Top marks to Mark Viduka and Paul Wade when their teams visited Brisbane Strikers recently. 
Both players spent a considerable time after the final whistle signing autographs for young fans. 
Both were tremendous ambassadors for their clubs and the game in general. They were both 
the last to leave the pitch well ater every other player and official. Wade had just played his first 
game for Heidelberg after his frustrations with South Meibourne. He spent a full 20 minutes 
signing autographs and whilst there were times when he didn't look too match fit, the spectators 
gave him a tremendous round of applause which he acknowledged. He didn't have much to 
smile about after Heidelberg's loss but he certainly appreciated the Brisbane Strikers fans' 
applause. 


It is my opinion that the biggest time wasters on view at every game (out of the 25 participants) 
are the three match officiais. How often do you see a referee biow his whistle for offside when 
an attacking player is nowhere near the ball and the goalie is about to gather it? Blowing the 
whistle just slows things right down and wastes time How often do you see a ball go out of play 
for a throw and travel right past the linesman? !nstead of putting a foot out to stop the ball and 
thus ensure it gets back into play quicker, it will be ignored and will require retreiving. ft is 
acknowieaged that the official must watch for possible incidents, but surely even they must 
recognize that they have a pro-active part to play, not a negative part in the game for the 
enjoyment of spectators and players. If a player were to waste time it would be a yellow! 


The SBS articie on Page 3 of issue 1 was read with much interest. Uncie Les does have a 
problem with the need to introduce his accent talents when talking about non Anglo-Saxon 
names. Can anyone tell me why Les talks about ‘Paris San Germain’ and not ‘Par-ee San 
Germain’. After ait, Paris is the English pronunciation - the French say ‘Par-ee’. He pronounces 
the ‘Saint’ as ‘San’ which is French - so we get a right mish-mash in that one. Whiist on Les, can 
anyone tell me why he refers to a game between Barcelona and Real Madrid as a derby game. 
! was always brought up to believe that a derby was a game between two teams that were in the 
same city (in simple terms). ¢.g. AC Milan v Inter; Barceiona v Espanol; Everton v Liverpooi, 
Spurs v Arsenai and so on. But Reai v Barcelona? Come off it Les! 


| wonder how many people have noticed that SBS have their favourites when it comes to the live 
Match of the Day coverage. Yes, | know, it's not easy to spot. There are a good number oF 
teams that are ignored. Last season Brisbane Strikers actually made it to the main match 
(recorded highlights then). but it needed a switch in day to the Sunday. For the first and only 
time SBS showed two games on the Match of the Day highlights. Les, Uncle Stavros and 
Jonnny Warren weren't to be seen in town. Srisbane obviously didn't rate. This season 
Brisbane scored a live spot again. Kick-off 5:30 on the Sunday. Then it was off and the game 
was back to it’s usual Saturday 7pm time slot. Why? SBS wanted Brisbane to foot the bill for 
$14,000 to enable the second half to he ‘seen’. In effect to pay for extra lighting for about 30 
minutes football. Even then some of the game would have been played in the awkward twilight 
time when lights would have had minimai effect. With an average gate of 2,500-3,000, anyone 
with sense can see why Brisbane were sensible enough to tell Les what he could do with his 
extra light bulbs ‘broken and unbroken!) 


Heidelberg may weil be struggiing both on and off the field, but ! quetion it they are really keen to 
be a part of the Australian NSL. A visit to their ground for an NSL fixture left my ears deafened 
with crack!ly Greek music blasted through the ancient PA system and no rendition of the nationa! 
anthem. Why snould they be different? | wil say this though, they had some very nice peopie 
working very Nard to heip tne ciub. They just need tne pusiness acumen to help arive things in 
the riaht direction 

¥ 
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Dear ‘Studs Up* . 
Congratulations on being the first to bring out the first football fanzine in Australia! . 7 

i nave been supporting footbail in Australia for over 40 years now and have been associated witn 
the St George club (The Sydney Saints) since 1971, so perhaps we may contribute something to 
the fanzine in the future. even though we were dumped by the NSL and are currently laying in 
the the NSW State Super League. But St George are on the way up again and when the time is 
right we'li be rignt up there with the pest of them, make no mistake about 1b And i nope you 
don't forget the women’s role in football in the fanzine: What a great achievement for them to 
qualify for Sweden in June! They deserve full support from all of us. Enclosed herewith is we 
cheque in payment for issues 1 to 3 of ‘Studs Un’. If! like it, I'll take cut the subscription and 
pass the word around to my fooioaii colieagues in Sydney 

Cheers! 


Don F Parkes 
Woy Woy, NSW 


Ed: Er, what can we say. Thanks, that's worth a ‘freebie’ Don! 


10 things you're not likely to hear in Australia..... 


(From various contributors) 
uld never have been shown a yellow card - Johnny Warren 


lan 
tw ; Fy 
is iooking forward to dringing you ive action on Match of the Day from Brisbane - Les 


4. Sponsorship of the NSL this season has been a real money-spinner for the clubs - tain 
Hoimes 
5. Relegation from the NSL is decided by the tried and trusted method of bottom ciub down. 

d cl i Holmes 
Agios yea a that | travel to all the NSL clubs to see their home fixtures so that! can 
witness the best piayers in action noth home and away - Eagie Thomson Paes 
7. Okay, Beigian soccer is crap. we only show it on World Soccer because Paul Okon's doing 
well and it's so cheap to get... they're practically giving it away! - Les Murray . 
8. We only try to show soccer's good side, it's negative points are ignored. - Most Oz journos 
9. i wisn more ciubs wouid foiiow Heideiberg’s example of providing great facilities for tneir 
fans. - Most Olympic Village visitors. 
10. Yes Australia should run Oceania administratively, after all New Zealand are not running 
their own affairs very well at the moment, so our offices should be based in a country that is at 


jeast performing on the field. - Chariie Dempsey 


....And overseas 


1. It's good to see Paul Ince accept the refs decision calmly and without dissent. - Martin Tyler 
2 We won't be changing the rules of the game again, what's needed is stability - FIFA 

2 \Wo are concerned that today’s player is being asked to play far toc often. - UEFA 

4. it's Gary Paliister s pace and speed of though that nas kept Stoichkov quiet tonight - M. Tyler 
5. No, i didn’t join the club because | have always supported it and respect it's fans. let's be 
honest about it, the signing-on fee was awesome wasn tit - Take your pick : 

§. ! don't force my tactics on my players. they play the way they want to - Johan Cruyff 

7. Despite being offered squiilions of dollars to play the vWVorid Cup final in the midday sun, we 
took into account the players concerns and will play it at night - FIFA again | 

8 The beauty of Brazilian soccer is that it has a league system everyone can understand It's a 
mode! for the world. - Joao Havelange 

G. No, i can't afford to buy anyone ins year. - Aiex Ferguson 

10 Okay, Argentina's failure in the World Cup was my fault | shouldn t have rocked the boat by 
taking those drugs |! humbly ask for everyone s forgiveness - Diego Maradona 











The U.K. Soccer Supporters Downunder has been running for quite some time now, which 
is remarkable when you consider they don't actually have any paid-up members! The 
curiously named ‘Redback’ tracked down the man who holds it all together. We're sure 
you've seen his column in ABSW so all together now.. Who the #@%& is, Who the #@%& is, 


Who the #a:%& is Micky Brock? 


RB: What's it all about then Brocky? 

MB: Simply out, the U.K. Soccer Supporters Downunder is all about a group of likeminded fans 
getting together to talk about football, have a few beers and share a few laughs. The over-riding 
factor is of course, any profits we make from our little ventures are: a) ploughed into the next 
event and by so doing, keeping the prices down which means that the cash stays in the 
supporters pockets where it belongs or b) given to charity. 


RB: What's the point of making money if you don't want it? 

MB: Again, very simple. So long as we make enough to keep things ticking over on the 
administration front. we're happy. We're not in it for the money or the so called ‘fame and glory’, 
but want to provide a service to the British supporters in Australia so that they do not keep 
getting ripped off. We have been very lucky in having the opportunity to extend this service to 
most European supporters groups - i.e. with shirts, flags, scarves and basebail caps for many 
European countries and even Brazil at a competitive price so that the bulk of any profits that 
WOULD be made stay firmly in the supporter's pocket once more - and hopefully this will 
continue to extend even further for many years to come. To us the game is the most important 
factor because without it we have nothing. It's time some of the supporters here in Australia 
realised that. 


RB: Your motto is interesting, can you tell us more about it? 

M8: Sure. !t's very self-explanatory. NO politics, NO colour, NO creed, NO religion... 
FOOTBALL ONLY! Too much has been made of football these days with the aoove piaying far 
too big a part of things. NO-ONE should be subjected to abuse or threatened with physical 
violence because of the colour of their skin or background. People have to decide for 
themselves of course, but thousands of years of warring in their respective homelands is just not 
acceptable to bring to Australia with them when they leave. We all choose to live here and must 
abide by the ruies of THIS country and it's lifestyie. Nobody nas to forget their roots or family 
ties, we'd be hypocritical if we said otherwise, but we must help the game grow here. if this is to 
be achieved. we must all work TOGETHER. arm in arm. shoulder to shoulder for the common 
good. It will never happen overnight but WE can make 't happen. 


RB: So then, you are a charitable organization who are fervent anti-racists, not religious 
zealots, and subscribe to no political party. So what's the bad news? 

MB: Not quite sure what that question means, but as far as we're concerned, there is no bad 
side. We started off as a 'one night stand’ and have grown rapidly. The growth has surprised 
even us but obviously there was a market there to be filled and it seems as though we've filled it. 
More luck than judgement probably. We must be doing something right | suppose and because 
we fully support football in this country we do not see that we are a threat to the national game 
as some have suggested. 


RB: That's a question I'd like to ask. You are the U.K.S.S.D. after all but you support 
Australian soccer at every opportunity. Why? 

MB: As I've already said, we support the game first and foremost. Without it we have nothing to 
support in the first piace. I'm not pretending that eveivihing is rosy in the garden concerning the 
game here but it will take all of us to sort it out. The ASF have had a good go but to be honest. 
have not done a good job. We offered cur help at anytime but although accepted at first, nothing 
eveniuated unfortunately. We would be more than happy to try and heip resurrect the ‘Australian 
Soccer Supporters Club’ but FULL co-operation would be needed should that eventuate. We 
are not here to be used, out a joint venture could not be overiooked in the future. Things have 
been going so weii in recent months for the movement that we feel we may be of help. Having 
said that though. this help was offered some many months ago. 





RB: So, how many ‘fully paid-up’ members do you have? 

MB: Although we do not rule out the possibility of a membership scheme in the future, we do 
not operate one at the momeni. We do not feel that anyone should pay for something they 
already support unless we can offer them a great deal in return. As I've said, we are not in it for 
the money, we do it because we want to bring the fans togethei for a few laughs and hopefully 
to earn a few bob for chanity. 


RB: Is the U.K.S.S.D. the only group of this kind in Australia? 

MB: Absolutely not! In Victoria theve is the British Football Supporters Association which has 
been in existence for some 7 years or so, and they do the same sort of job as we do down there. 
They organise the ‘UK Cup’ which is competed for by the various supporters clubs in Victoria. 
It's to be hoped that we can work closely with them in the coming years and forge stronger links 
with the guys down there. | suppose we have been extremely fortunate in the way in which we 
have become known in recent times and the doors it has opened for us but we are all out for the 
same things really Let's ail get together and have some fun. 


RB: Where do you see yourself and the movement in say, 10 years time? 

MB: That's a question | cannot answer with any honesty at all, ! don't know. Dooss are opening 
for us ail the time and as you know, some nave opened very wide aiready. | nasten to add that 
we do NOT - Stuart nor myself - get paid for the work we do within the ABSW and it's done as a 
service to the supporters. Basically we are just taking things as they come and like with my 
column, don't take life too seriously. Football controls people's lives, it has mine, but when all's 
said and done. let's support our teams but let's also have a beer and a laugh with the opposition 
after the game. Some very peculiar things happen during games that bring a smile and a laugh 
to everyone so we should all aim to remember that and not let the ‘morons’ take control again. 
A return to 1970's England would not benefit the game there OR here as it appears that some 
‘wankers’ are starting to adopt this pathstic fashion. Stamp them out NOW before it's too !ate. 
Even a 'sight-impaired’ person could see through their behaviour as being the towest form of 
intelligence to grace the world game_ if they nave ever attended a schoo!, perhaps they should 
return to it and gain an IQ above that of their shoe size! 


RB: Thanks for your time Micky, and perhaps we can have another chat in the future? 

MB: it would be my pleasure, but | hasten to add tnat I'm not in this aione and my thanks must 
go to Stuart Jones and the guys who have backed everything from the start. To all of the regular 
attenders go my sincere thanks and lastly, in all of the events we have organised we are very 
proud to say that there has not been one word said out of place, not one wrong look and NO 
trouble whatsoever’. This is a true testament to the fact that ALL fans can gather in one place 
and it does not mean a 'mass rumble’ will ensue. We are not ali nooligans when we come 
together but we are actually quite nice when you get to Know us! 


Ed Note: Stay tuned for news of the UKSSD Charity Auction where a number of autographed 
items such as shirts, photographs, pennants, footbails etc will be open for bids from the 
public. In the meantime, the UKSSD has an excellent mail-order set-up and a list of available 
items can be obtained from: UKSSD, P O Box 56, Kingsway West, NSW 2208 


Some exampies of the merchandise? Check these out (all prices include auimail postage) 
England 3rd strip (Blue) replica shirt (Umbro) - $35 
93/94 replica shirts - Blackburn $59 95, Porto, Ajax, PSV all $75 


Italian basebali caps $25, scarves $25 flags $29 50 - most clubs (Milan, Juve, Roma ete ) 
Brazil] World Champicns T-Shirt (Umbro) . $39 50 

94/95 replica shirts $97 56 - Just about any ciub imaginable | from Albacete lo Zaragosa! 

Or if you're really looking for something obscure, try Samsung (Hungary), Heerenveen (Holland), 


Hammerby (Sweden) Gontey (Croatia), er, you get the message 








Violence on and off the ground. 


Just when we thought we could settle down and watch some real finals football along come the 
hooligans and set the game back ancther five years. Of course we're talking about the 
unsavoury scenes at Edensor Paik during the minor semi-final clash between Sydney Utd and 
South Melbourne. While Branko Culina was happy to pass the biame on to some ‘suspect’ 
refereeing decisions, the reality is that the tensions between Greek and Croatian supporters 
have been festering for some time Anybody who has witnessed a Sth Melb/Knights clash over 
the past couple of years would be fully aware that the fans constantly bait each cther with 
chants of ‘Serbia, Serbia or ‘Macedonia and so on, and ‘Siuds Up’ is concerned it may just be a 
matter of time before things get right out of hand. 

So what can be done to prevent it? As much as the clubs may deny it, they ARE responsible 
for the conduct of their fans. The ASF has been reluctant to pull the clubs in with a ‘please 
explain’, out the time for pussy-focting around has long gone. Major fines for misconduct are 
iong overdue. Tne pubiic abuse of match officials dusing ine game is surely worthy of 
investigation by the league. If the coaches can t conduct themselves with dignity and present 
their views in an orderly manner through the right channels how can we expect the fans to 
behave? {t should be pointed out that Culina has publicly apologised for his benaviour but the 
ASF needs to take it further. It is not uncommon in teagues around the world for clubs to have 
points deducted or matcn results reversed along with significant fines. and unfortunately we may 
have to consider these sort of draconian measures if the fight against misconduct is to be won. 


So what do the fans really want? 


Phone polis are aii the rage at the moment. The relatively low cost of setting up a OO55 number 
has encouraged many media outlets to ‘ask the fans’ about a variety of subjects. This is a good 
thing, but it may de time to go one step further in Engiand, the Sir Norman Chester Centre for 
Football Research (sounds impressive, eh?) at Leicester University surveyed 15,000 fans and 
the resuiis proved ihai wmie not everyone agrees with everytning, some firm conciusions couid 
be reached. For example. 77.5% said success for their club was more important than their 
national team. Can they be serious? Well. yes. “Studs Up’ had a chat to a bloke (G’day Boo!) 
who followed Liverpool throughout England and Europe for many years before settling here. He 
claims that Everton fans made no seciet of their desire for the England team tc fail unless 
Everton piayers were in the team. Especiaily ii tarvee cr four Liverpooi players were piaying! 


So while the various media commentators make sweeping statements about what the fans 
what. perhaps ifs time to find out Get a committee together to set up a questionnaire asking 
ihe ten most important questions facing Ausiialian soccey today. A S055 number couid be sei- 
up ana fans Coula ring in ana leave their name and adaress so tnat a form can be malied to 
them. The cost of the postage could be covered by increasing the cost of the 0055 call. 

For examole. On the Ball announces that for $1 00 fans can ring in and receive a form which 
they can then fill in and return to either SBS or the ASF who will then collate the results and 
nopeiully use them to frame future poucies. Subjects sucn as which teams should be invited for 
future four-leam tournaments. are the fans nappy watcning an Australian ‘B team ail the time. 
how many teams should be in the national league. how many teams shculd compete in the 
finals. are admission prices too high considering the standard of play... the list is endiess. but 
we're sure that someone Is smart enough te trim the list so that the most impcstant questions 
aie asked 


Time for a testimonial? 

NO-ONE 1iKeS tO See Champions mistreated, especially when they have been excellent role 
models for the game. So the current piignt of Pau! Wade Is particularly unpaiatabie for his fans. 
No-one wants to push Wadey into retirement. but his decision may be made a little easier if he 
knows where his future lies when he decides to hang up the boots The new ASF administration 
could do a lot worse than draft Pau! inte ifs ranks 4 newly created position along the fines of 
iedia anid Tani naison offices Could do wonders fer ine image of the game. Let's face it, Paui 
nas one of the most recognisanie faces in the game, and it wouid be a tragedy !f his post- 
playing appearances were iimited to the occasional guest stint on Channel 7s SporisVVorid. 

The ASF at the very least shouid cons:der a testimonial for one of Australia’s greatest ever 


rn mnatta °S 
wel Sere 


Wine these tyoes of matches are commonpiace in England. the concept nas never reatiy Kicked 
orf here, but with the rignt planning, an Austraiia v NSL ‘all-stars match could attract tne sort of 
pubiicitv the game badly needs at the moment as weil as aliowing ail fans the chance to say 
thank-you te one of the code’s favourtte sons 





One moment please..(1) 


As the debate about the dreaded penalty shoot-outs rages over here, at least we're unlikely to 
see the following incident which took place in Wales recently 

in @ crucial local cup-tie, with the sccre at 0-0, NWampden were awarded a late penalty. As their 
striker ran up to take the kick, the deathly stience was broken by a ioud, all-too-familiar shrill 
ringing. To everyone's complete and utter amazement the Newport Civil Service goalie Alan 
Bond ('7!) held up his arm and cned out “HOLD IT!” He then walked over to the side of the goal 
and picked up the cause of the offending ringing noise - a mobile phone! His wife had merely 
rung him to tind out the score and ask him what lime he would be home! 

Unfortunately the referee Alan Carvell did not see the funny side to this incident and yellow- 
carded the goalie for ungentlemanty conduct’ To make matters worse for the ‘keeper, the 
penalty was slotted home and proved to be the winning goal 


One moment please, (2) 


The ASF offen has a bilol a whinge about the lack of publicily surrounding upcoming events on 
the soccer calendar, but i's hard to take them seriously Recent phone calls to the Sydney- 
based offices have resulted in Studs Up’ being put on hald. and instead of listening to 
advertisements for future NGL matches of functions, we've had to listen to some poxy radio 
station filling Gur ears with the likes of David Bowie C'mon peopie, if you can't get the simple 
things night it's time to employ sameone who can! 


Keep losing and get a promotion! 

David Ratcliffe has always been highly regarded as both a player and a coach but even he must 
have been surprised when he was named as the new state coach of New South Wales. David 
nas a fine record at Wollongong of course, but the timing of the appsintment must have left him 
feeling just a litle ernbarrassed With seven matches to piay Ratcliffe’s Woives were sitting 
pretty in fourth position on the NGL table and justifiably looking forward to finals action. 

But six straight losses ended play-off hones and Wolves supporters could be excused for 
thinking that a change in their coaches fortunes would not be unexpected. They were right, but 
rainer than a please expiain from the Woliongong board, Ratcliffe is appointed state coacni 
Only in Australia 


And you thought Andres Escobar was hard done by... 


Over a few bottles recently discussion drifted back to the Escobar killing following his own goal 
at USA ‘94 One soccer fan at the bar with a very good memory reminded 'Studs Up’ of an even 
worse episode in Colombia back in 1982. San Bartolomec striker Jesus Lopez was clear o 
goai with oniy the Santuario ‘keeper to Deai wnen he was shot dead by a fan with a rifie from the 
stands. Fans later got hold of the gunman and he was taken into custody. News reports at the 
time failed to mention the condition of him by the time the police got hold of him 


Where was the No.1 ticket holder? 

Much publicity surrounded Victorian Premier Jeff Kennett's acceptance of the No 1 ticket 
nolder's position at South Melbourne at the start of the season, and Jeff has cften gone into bat 
for the Biues wnen probiems nave arisen over tne reiocation to the new stadium being put on 
the site of the old Lake Oval near Albert Park So wher South played the Knights in the critical 
last round match at Olympic Park you could have reasonably exnected to see Jeff cheering the 


1 
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Not Jet was down at Falcons Park watching Morwell clinch a play-off berth, and 
Laning ine opportunity for a hed ine (ago interview ithe process Sometimes Studs Up’ 
wonders th JK only Got involved with the Alues to fast-track thew exit from Middle Park in aid of 


his pet Grand Mine propect 


World Youth Cup for Malaysia in 1997? Don't bet on it! 


FIFA have been rightly blasted for ther handling of the 100% World Youth | harnipe mehioes what 


‘ith the Nigena saga and threats of boycotts and 80 On &o they could be forgiven for wanting to 
forget ne whoie thing ana iGOK fo(waid to 1097) Except of Coulee thal Malaysia is the cuirent 
Not-pbed of SUSPICION WItN regards TO Matching LOOKS ike it ay be mare trouble than its 
worn... 








Red card to Don DiFabrizio for his performance at the press 
conférence called to announce his election to the ASF 
commission. His lack of response to just about every question 
that was asked was bad enough. but to admit to the press (and 
subsequently the rest of Australia) that he had not read the 
Siewar Report was a Kick in the face to every fan, player, 
journalist and to all those peopie down at the VSF who actuaily 
nominated and then voted the guy in. It is hard to believe that 
the people who elected him did so knowing he had not read the 
report. 

Admittedly, allegations are often groundless, as were some in the Stewart Report, but the report 
does highlight the contempt some people in the game hold for soccer, and it is surely in his best 
interest to understand the type of responses certain witnesses gave to Justice Stewart. For Don 
tO think otherwise is a dangerous thing for a new ASF commissioner. 

Congratulations Don, that's the quickest red card of the season! 





Yellow card to the Victorian Soccer Federation whe continue to allow advertisements in 
ABSWV for their Premier League fixtures to be listed without any kick-off times or ground detaiis. 
To top it off. they still hadn't had their handbooks printed by Round 3, and rumour had it that they 
were about 2-3 weeks awav_ !n other words, if you wanted to know what was going on, you had 
to ring the Federaticn offices. 


Yellow card to Sydney Olympic who continue to try to pull the wool over the eves of it’s 
coacnes, players and fans. Geoff Harcombe's extracrdinary claims on ‘On the Ball’ regarding 
non-payment of piayers and generai deceit should be a genuine cause for aiarm. As 'O7B' 
inferred, the player's union has a vital role to play in this area by ensuring that it's members are 
properly looked after, but the ASF also has a vested interest in these types of affairs Why 
wouldn't young players tike Srad Maloney bust their arses to get cverseas and away from a club 
inat treats it's empioyees iike shiti Rememoer, it's noi Sydney Oiympic’s ioss, it’s Austraiia’s. 


Yellow card (with a right to appeal) to John Markovski after the infamous ‘T-shirt incident 
Jonn should have copped it sweet and tet sleeping dogs lie, not give an interview to SBS about 
niS fignt to wear the cioines OF nis cnolce etc. Yean Jonn, we Know tnis is a free country ana ali 
that. but you have to try and see what could happen if some dumb-arse fans really want to take 
it further . 


Yellow card with a difference to Heidelberg who probably don't need reminding tnat they nave 
now finished on the bottom in successive years. Admittedly the ‘Bergers won three more games 


than last year. but in any other league in the world you would surely be relegated by now 

The '‘Bergers will probably stay up after convincing the ASF of the good work they have done and 
now theyve got fioodiignts etc. But tne $1,200 fine handed out by the ASF for aliowing Paui 
Wade to wear the No 6 shirt smacks of not doing your homework. The ‘Bergers committee 
must lift their game. because If they finish bottom next year. there will be no excuses. 


Yellow card to Zoran Matic wnicn is 2 bit of pity because Siuds Up has peen a iong-time 
admirer of the man. but his comments in his weekly column in ‘Sports Weekly’ deserve a 
cardboard response. !n the March 22 !ssue Zoran claims “The only thing David Cervinski needs 
iO GO tO GECOME a COMpisie Player Ss Yet a Naii-Cul... Cali nS Old-fashioned, but i ink there is a 
certain jook to a sportsman and riaiculous ponytalis are not part of it. C'mon off it Zoran. that’s 
tne sort of thing they do in Argentina! Australian audiences love individuals both on and off the 
field Mark Jackson, Wannick Cacrer and cthers have all used their bonces to financial effect 
and whit Cérviisar iS HOt i that Sort OF MarKeting Class at iSast fans cam Pick Him Out al Hky 
yards, not like most of the other non-aescripis getting around. David, keep it growin mate 





To transfer or not to transfer... The Peter Psarros saga. 


April 24 looms as the day when Australian soccer cou!d be changed forever. That is the day 
when a decision is due on the merits of the transfer system Hopefully common sense wilt 
prevail and the basic system will be retained, although there is an awful lot of fine-tuning to be 
done. The Peter Psarros saga in Victona only highlighted the fact that different states have 
different rules and this is the first area that should be addressed Let's have one rule for the 
whole of Australia’ For those who may have missed the fine print, Peter scored 22 goals in the 
Vietonian Vremer League for ort Melbourne and attracted the interest of a number of 
Melbourne based N&L clubs South Melbourne was the first to pull out after hearing of the 

S15 O00 fee Mon were asking, bul Heidelberg maintained interest and a deal was struck where 
the VGl would decide on the lee to be paid The VSF decided on $9,500 and seeing as the 
Mergers had already used Psarros they weren't in a position to appeal In any case, they were 
looking to offload Michael Michalakopoulos so perhaps a deal could be struck there. 

Liter way Meidelberg werent happy and allowed the deadline for payment to pass without 
paying a cent Heidelberg president Peter Psakiis was quoted in the press as saying "Psarros' 
lranster fee was set at $9,500, we paid $1,500 deposit initially, they wanted Michalakopoulos 
aiid agreed to lis value being $8 500 so in fact Port owes us $500". Then it got messy as Port 
decided there was no deal, due to a lack of access to Psarros during the NSL off-season. 
Atleast the diate scared off Malaysian club Negri Simbilan who reportedly wanted to take 
anothers talented young Aussie to Asia. In the end Heidelberg decided to follow the NSL's advice 
ane ignore the demands set by the VSF 

The dispute has now reached an absurd level! with Port Melbourne deciding they wil! apply to 
jo the National League next season. The ASF constitution shows that one club from the 
Melbourne: sydney block should be relegated now. No prizes for guessing which club Port 
Vielhourne is looking to have relegated. After all. the Bergers have finished on the bottom for the 


past two years 


Humpin’ and Pumpin’ and Movin’ and Groovin’ and... 

Well the season's almost over and with any luck we won't have to put up with that infuriating 
Veter Andie song (?) tuck longer Let's get it on (with ail it's sexuai connotations) may have got 
the 1. and 1) year old gills humming during commercial breaks on SBS but real soccer fans are 
still waiting for the day when something a littie more relevant is aired. The ASF must take full 
responsibility for broadcasting the worst commercials of any national league sport in Oz, with 
basketball tugby league and AFL ali nappy to concentrate on promoting the sport with their 
advyertieing budget not a teenage heart-throb. (All nght, who was the smart-arse up the back 
Hat ean tina Turmer?) Ionly we could talk some-one like Greg Champion to compose 
something like That's what! lke about football’. Or didn't the ASF notice the interest shown by 
the FE ngish tA in that exact song... 


Answers to Quiz on page 26 


oo 


International 1 Coli Curran Wv East Germany). 2. Aurelio Vidmar, Jason Polak, John Markovski 


and “tleve Conca, 3 Joe Spiten. 4. Iran. 5. Milan Blagojevic &. Les Scheinflug. 7. Robert 
“Stanton & David Seal G Argentina in 1991 and Ghana in 1993. 10. Carl Veart 

Domestic’ 1 Mooroolbark 2. Gary Cole (Heidelberg 1980, 1981} 3.1989 4. Rale Rasic (1977 
will) Viarcom and 196/ with Apia) 5. Tne man of the match in the INSL grand finai. 6. Sunshine 
reorge Cross / All were the league's top scorer while playing with South Melbourne. 3. 
Sergio Mella (1984) and Milan Ivanovic (1990/91). G. Johnnie Walker 10. South Melbourne in 
1WO2/93. Paul Timboli Jim Pyrgclios and Francis Awaritefe. 


Do the right thing - Subscribe! (it's cheaper) 
‘Yep, now you can be sure of getting every issue of the most important bi-monthly (for now!) 
Publication on Australian soccer for the very reasonabie rate of $15 for six issues, you can be 
| Sure your copy will be put straight in the out-tray on the day of print. No coupons to cut out, we're 
igure you'd want to keep your ‘SU in top nick anyway. Just drop us a line and a cheque or 
“money order and you too can be as informed as the next bicke. 


‘ 








Yes folks, it's NSL finals time so get out and see a game or two. 
Or if you're just plain lazy and want to sit at home and vegetate make sure you 


LOOK OUT FOR... 


MAY 
:7 - NSL Grand Final (in Adelaide) - Fans Please Note! - ‘On the Ball will be broadcast live | 
ifrom Adelaide from 1:30pm (EST) as a direct lead-in to the Grand Final 

10 - European Cun-Winners Cup Final - Arsenal v Real Zaragoza {in Paris) 

13 - Final round of English Premier League 

18 - 26 Oceania U-17 Qualifiers {in Vanuatu) 

‘WEST HAM TOUR DATES - Friday 4! 7+Sth v. Western Ausiralia at WACA Ground, Perth ; 
Sunday 21st v. Victoria at Olympic Park, Meibourne 
| ‘ Wednesday 24th v. Olyroos at Marconi Stadium, Svdney 
; Saturday 27th v. Olyroos at Suncorp Stadium. Brisbane 





19-21 - ASF Soccer Summit at the World Congress Centre in Melbourne 
20 - English FA Cup Final 

24 - European Cup Final - AC Milan v Ajax fin Vienna) 

26 - Draw for U-17 World Championsnip in Ecuador 


JUNE 


3-11 Euro 95 tournament in England featuring England. Japan. Brazil and Sweden. 


‘5-18 Womens World Cup in Sweden - Australia's matches. June 6 v Denmark (in Vasteras) 
June 8 v China (in Vasteras) 
June 10 v USA iin Helsingborg) | 


' fernan = * 3 33 i) _— - “wt se ~ - -) 
dune ts = OFF June 15= Semi Firals Jure 17 = Srd piace match June 18 = Final 


7 - The NSL champions to play Jubilo Iwata in Tokyo 

10 - The NSL champions te play Yokohama Fluge!s 

‘GHANA TOUR DATES - _ Sunday 18th. mo 00pm - . Sydney Football Stadium — 
Wednesday 21st, 7:309m - Hindmarsh Stadium, Adelaide 

Saturday 24th, 3.00pm - WACA Ground, Fertn 

July 5 -23 Copa America in Uruguay 

Group 1: (in Montevideo) Uruguay, Venezueia, Paraguay, Mexico 

Group 2: (in Paysandu) Argentine, USA, Bolivia, Cnile 

Group 3: (in Maldonado) Brazil. Colombia. Ecuador. Peru 

Opening Game July 5: Uruguay v Venezuela 

TOp two from each group pius two besi third placings auatify jor the quarter finals. 


And finally, to the rest of you experts out there... : 
One last reminder that all interested parties with something to say about the way soccer is run in: 
‘this country daniel eon outuporshutup The ia of sitting in the nub (or outside the milk-bar} | 


SiS vv hinging e 100% things wrong with the sport are temporarily cver. The soon-to-be- 


' 
! 


Piet 


famous Soccer Summit at the vvoriag Congress Centre in ivieipourne from 19-27 iviay gives ; 
‘everyone a chance to have their say. The cost may be prohibitive for some, but there is no 
‘excuse not to send your views in to Studs Un’ who will certainly pass them on to the relevant 
‘pecple. You have been warned! We wiil act tolerate your whinging much fonger... 


See ya text tine. 


When there’s bound to be heaps more to masticate over... 


em — 


ae 


